
Alive!  
The Second Sunday After Pentecost 

June 6, 2021 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

Stand 
 

Versicles LSB 235 
L O Lord, open my lips, 

C and my mouth shall declare Your praise. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 

C Alleluia, alleluia. 
 

L Give glory to God, our light and our life. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 
 

Venite LSB 236 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

L Give glory to God, our light and our life. 

C O come, let us worship Him. 
 

Psalm Psalm 130 

1Out of the depths 

 I cry to you, O LORD! 
2O Lord, hear my voice! 

 Let your ears be attentive 

 to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 

3If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 

 O Lord, who could stand? 
4But with you there is forgiveness, 

 that you may be feared. 

5I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 

 and in his word I hope; 
6my soul waits for the Lord 

 more than watchmen for the morning, 

 more than watchmen for the morning. 

7O Israel, hope in the LORD! 

 For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 

 and with him is plentiful redemption. 
8And he will redeem Israel 

 from all his iniquities. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; as 

it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.   

 

Sit 
 

569 In Adam We Have All Been One 

 

 
 



 
 

5 Send us Thy Spirit, teach us truth; 

    Thou Son, O set us free 

From fancied wisdom, self-sought ways, 

    To make us one in Thee. 
 

D 6 Then shall our song united rise 

    To Thine eternal throne, 

Where with the Father evermore 

    And Spirit Thou art one. 
Text: © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 3:8–15 
 8They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in 

the cool of the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 

presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 9But the LORD 

God called to the man and said to him, “Where are you?” 10And he said, “I 

heard the sound of you in the garden, and I was afraid, because I was naked, 

and I hid myself.” 11He said, “Who told you that you were naked? Have you 

eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?” 12The man said, 

“The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the tree, 

and I ate.” 13Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you 

have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” 

 14The LORD God said to the serpent, 

“Because you have done this, 

 cursed are you above all livestock 

 and above all beasts of the field; 

on your belly you shall go, 

 and dust you shall eat 

 all the days of your life. 
15I will put enmity between you and the woman, 

 and between your offspring and her offspring; 

he shall bruise your head, 

 and you shall bruise his heel.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Reading 2 Corinthians 4:13—5:1 
 13Since we have the same spirit of faith according to what has been 

written, “I believed, and so I spoke,” we also believe, and so we also speak, 
14knowing that he who raised the Lord Jesus will raise us also with Jesus and 

bring us with you into his presence. 15For it is all for your sake, so that as 



 
 

grace extends to more and more people it may increase thanksgiving, to the 

glory of God. 

 16So we do not lose heart. Though our outer nature is wasting away, 

our inner nature is being renewed day by day. 17For this slight momentary 

affliction is preparing for us an eternal weight of glory beyond all 

comparison, 18as we look not to the things that are seen but to the things that 

are unseen. For the things that are seen are transient, but the things that are 

unseen are eternal. 

 1For we know that if the tent, which is our earthly home, is 

destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands, 

eternal in the heavens. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Gospel Reading Mark 3:20–35 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 20Then [Jesus] went home, and the crowd gathered again, so that 

they could not even eat. 21And when his family heard it, they went out to 

seize him, for they were saying, “He is out of his mind.” 

 22And the scribes who came down from Jerusalem were saying, “He 

is possessed by Beelzebul,” and “by the prince of demons he casts out the 

demons.” 23And he called them to him and said to them in parables, “How 

can Satan cast out Satan? 24If a kingdom is divided against itself, that 

kingdom cannot stand. 25And if a house is divided against itself, that house 

will not be able to stand. 26And if Satan has risen up against himself and is 

divided, he cannot stand, but is coming to an end. 27But no one can enter a 

strong man’s house and plunder his goods, unless he first binds the strong 

man. Then indeed he may plunder his house. 

 28“Truly, I say to you, all sins will be forgiven the children of man, 

and whatever blasphemies they utter, 29but whoever blasphemes against the 

Holy Spirit never has forgiveness, but is guilty of an eternal sin”— 30for they 

had said, “He has an unclean spirit.” 

 31And his mother and his brothers came, and standing outside they 

sent to him and called him. 32And a crowd was sitting around him, and they 

said to him, “Your mother and your brothers are outside, seeking you.” 
33And he answered them, “Who are my mother and my brothers?” 34And 

looking about at those who sat around him, he said, “Here are my mother 

and my brothers! 35Whoever does the will of God, he is my brother and 

sister and mother.” 



 
 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by 

the prophets. 

C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

Sermon – “Don’t Lose Heart!” 
 

668 Rise! To Arms! With Prayer Employ You 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

The Prayer of the Church 
 

Collect of the Day 
L Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, Your Son Jesus triumphed over the 

prince of demons and freed us from bondage to sin. Help us to 

stand firm against every assault of Satan, and enable us always 

to do Your will; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and 

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Collect for Grace 
L O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, 

You have safely brought us to the beginning of this day. 

Defend us in the same with Your mighty power and grant that 

this day we fall into no sin, neither run into any kind of danger, 

but that all our doings, being ordered by Your governance, 

may be righteous in Your sight; through Jesus Christ, Your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 241 
L Taught by our Lord and trusting His promises, we are bold to 

pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 



 
 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Benedicamus LSB 241 
L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 242 
P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
 

528 Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing 

 

 

 
 

5 Look unto Him, ye nations; own 

    Your God, ye fallen race. 

Look and be saved through faith alone, 

    Be justified by grace. 
 

6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; 

    The Lamb of God was slain. 



 
 

His soul was once an off’ring made 

    For ev’ry soul of man. 
 

7 To God all glory, praise, and love 

    Be now and ever giv’n 

By saints below and saints above, 

    The Church in earth and heav’n. 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 

 

 
 

  

Celebrations 
Birthdays This Week at Alive! 

June 9: Kelli LaVoie 

June 12: Connie Wischnack 
 

 
 

 

 
 

Alive! is going to be part of the Walk and Roll and we’d 

love YOU to help!  We need smiling faces from 9 am-12 

noon on June 12.  If you’re able to help, please contact 

Latha Steinbronn or Pastor Lieske 



 
 

 

  

Alive! Announcements 
June 6, 2021 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 I just read a news article that I thought was interesting.  

Apparently, the name “Karen” has become a dreadfully unpopular choice 

for the parents of new babies, with just 325 American girls receiving that 

name last year.  That is down from 439 in 2019, and a peak of 33,000 

newborns in 1965. 

 Now, popularity of names ebbs and flows.  If you used only my 

grade school experience, you’d think that 75% of girls born in 1980 and 

1981 were named Jennifer.  But there’s more to the drop in Karen 

popularity in recent years.  In our internet-enabled, mockery-fueled world, 

the name “Karen” has become a meme for a certain type of person, one 

whose entitlement causes them to complain at the slightest provocation 

and, as the meme goes, insist on “speaking to the manager.” 

 For my own part, I don’t get it.  I have known several delightful 

people named Karen.  At the same time, that isn’t my point in writing all 

this to you.  My point is this: we excel at pointing fingers, pointing out 

other’s failures, and overall just making everything everyone else’s fault.  

If bad behavior in public settings is the problem of the “Karens” of the 

world, I get to feel pretty good about myself and my own behaviors.  

 Pointing fingers at “Karens” (or at anyone for that matter) is not a 

new phenomenon.  It is a problem as old as sin.  We see it in today’s Old 

Testament reading.  You know the prologue to this text: The serpent tempts 

Eve, she eats the forbidden fruit, and she gives some to Adam and he eats it 

too.  Then everything goes sideways in a hurry.    

 They realize their nakedness and shame.  They fear God, and so 

when they hear God coming, whose presence they previously delighted in, 

they run and hide.  Of course, hiding from God doesn’t actually work, and 
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quickly they are found.  In conversation, they are confronted with having 

transgressed the one command they had been given.  What do they do? 

 Adam says, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave 

me fruit of the tree, and I ate.”  In other words, “It is not my fault.  It’s her 

fault, or if not hers, your fault.”  He’s pointing fingers at the real problems.  

He himself, in his own eyes, bears no guilt.   

 Eve then says, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”  She’s also 

passing the buck.  It isn’t my fault.  It was the serpent. 

 The break down of civility in public discourse isn’t my fault – it’s 

the “Karens” of the world.  The political divides we face, that’s not my fault 

– it’s the other guys!  We do this all over the place, and it works to justify us 

about as well as it worked to justify Adam and Eve.   

 For us as Christians, we have a far better option than to point 

fingers.  “If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not 

in us.  If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just to forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:8-9).  There is no reason for 

us to ever try to claim ourselves to be sinless and without error.  We ought to 

want no part in any finger pointing mob, save for that “mob” that points 

itself toward the cross in repentance and faith, saying, “Behold, the lamb of 

God who takes away the sin of the world” (John 1:29).   

 God’s response to our confession is never to say, “That’s all right – 

at least you’re better than that other guy.”  Instead, His response is to say “I 

forgive you your sins for the sake of my Son.”  His response is not self-

righteous indignation; it is grace, mercy, and peace.   

 Perhaps ours can be the same.  Take it easy on the “Karens” of the 

world, and anyone else you might want to point a finger at.  Instead, be 

mindful of your own sin and rejoice that you have a savior.   

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 
 

* * * 
 

Help us out at the Monticello Walk and Roll June 12. The Walk and Roll 

lasts from 9 am until noon, and you can help with set-up, take down, or any 

of the time in between.   
 

Interested in taking on a book/Bible study this summer?  We’re looking 

at studying “Connected to Christ: Overcoming Isolation through 

Community” together.  This short book (it is only four chapters) helps us, 

through biblical examples and stories from real life, to hear Jesus’ invitation 

to find community in Him as part of His body, His church.  If you’re 
interested, contact Pastor Lieske 

 

 

  



 
 

 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 6/6 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

Voters Meeting Following the Church Service 

1:00 p.m. Afternoon Communion Appointments 

 

Monday 6/7 

6:00 p.m. Elders Meeting 

 

Sunday 6/13 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study (In-person or Facebook Live) 

  

 

 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, May 30 In -Person    27 

Sunday, May 30 Online    ~14 

5/30 Morning Communion    12 
  

Offerings 

Sunday, May 30 Offering     $1615.00  

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $315.00 

 

We are switching the Sunday afternoon Communion opportunity to be 

regularly offered the first Sunday each month.  However, Pastor Lieske is 

always willing, able and even excited to arrange another time to make 

available for you Christ’s body and blood if you are unable to attend 

worship in person.  You can sign your family up for the first Sunday of the 

month by using the online form or you can call/text/e-mail Pastor to set up 

a time. If you’d like to arrange an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d 

be happy to come visit you.   
 

The Church Council has moved the Voters meeting, previously set for 

May 23, to TODAY, June 6.  The chief business at this meeting is the 

election of officers.   

  
 

   

 
Those attending services online who would like to make an offering 

to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail 

(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH 

automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact 

pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app). 


