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CHURCH OFFICE HOURS 

Pastor Chris Lieske’s                      
hours are:                                      
Monday & Wednesday       
4-6 pm  

Tuesday & Thursday          
10 am – noon 

Also by appointment.  
Pastor Lieske can be 
reached at 612-554-5411 or 
by email at 
chris.lieske@gmail.com  

 

NEWSLETTER CONTACT:    
email Sue Radtke at 
sradtke53@gmail.com 

Scripture Foundation: 

“…because of His great love for us, 
God, who is rich in mercy, made us 
alive with Christ…”             
Ephesians 2:4-5) 

Our Values: 

Commitment to Christ                     
Home                                                    
Reaching Out                                      
Integrity                                                
Sharing our time, talent and 
treasure                                                 
Time with God 

 

Dear friends in Christ, 
 
        Why come to church?  It is a fair question.  Most of us are so busy, day 
after day, week after week, with work, social obligations, activities the kids 
are involved in, activities in the community, and a hundred other things that 
we hardly have time to breathe.  When the weekend comes around, we are 
drawn toward leisure activities, work around the house, or watching 
football (or another favorite) on the television.  In the midst of a life that 
packs 200 hours’ worth of stuff in a 168 hour week, why take an hour (or 
two, or three) out of Sunday morning to come to the church and hear the 
same old message: “sinner this, savior that, forgiveness, salvation, and all 
the rest”? 
 This time of the year, it is always an adventure to watch little kids 
get dressed to go outside.  There are coats, boots, gloves, hats, snow pants, 
and more to take off or put on in preparation to go outside.  If you watch 
long enough, it is inevitable that you will observe some child clad in his coat, 
gloves, hat, boots, staring down at a pair of snow pants with no idea how 
he’s going to put them on.  Why?  Because he hasn’t managed to put first 
things first.  You can’t get dressed to go outside without putting snow pants 
on first. 
 You or I might claim “there is not enough time in my life to set aside 
time for coming to hear God’s Word and receiving His gifts.”  Maybe this is a 
‘once in a while’ situation; maybe it has become a habit.  In any case, the 
response that I would make to the claim is this: you need to put first things 
first.  You don’t have any life worth speaking of if you do not receive the 
gifts of God.  You can’t live life while you are dead. 
 This is exactly what the Bible tells us about our condition apart from 
that Word and those gifts that God wants us to receive.  St. Paul writes, 
“And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked” 
(Ephesians 2:1-2).  That is what our sins do to us – they make us dead.  The 
guilt and stain of sin is one that we cannot wash away on our own.   
    But God does not want to leave us dead, stained by sins we cannot 
wash away.  And so He comes to us to give us life, to wash away our sins.  
He does so in Holy Baptism, by which He makes us His own.  There He 
delivers to us forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation.  “God, being rich in 
mercy, because of the great love with which He loved us, even when we 
were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together with Christ” (Ephesians 
2:4-5).  As God’s forgiven, redeemed, restored, alive people, we are sent out 
into the world.   

How many of you would feed your kids once and then leave them 
on their own to fend for themselves?  How many of you, infected with an
  



 

incurable malady which could only be coped with via regular treatments, 
would make a decision on whether you receive the treatment or not 
based upon what else might be in your schedule that week?  I think I know 
the answer.  You feed those kids, because they need it.  You get yourself 
to the hospital, because you need it.   
 It is in the Lord’s House that He feeds us.  It is through His Word 
proclaimed and the gifts received that God delivers to us the regular 
treatments that wash away our incurable sin.  It is in the Divine Service, as 
we gather on Sunday morning, that God is at work to make us alive.   
 Each week, it seems like the “same old, same old”?  That is 
because you are the “same old, same old.”  Some circumstances may 
change, but sin still clings to each of us like an unwanted parasite, and we 
find ourselves doing, saying, or thinking in ways that are offensive to God.  
We need to be called to repent, week after week.  We need to hear 
proclaimed that Christ has taken our place through cross and empty grave, 
and that His forgiveness is ours – that true life is ours, even in the midst of 
the death of sin that so often clings to us.   
 May God richly bless you with His gifts throughout this New Year! 

 

Peace in Christ,    Pastor Lieske 

___________________________ 

Adult Bible Study Notes …  
God gives the growth – and He does so through His Word.  There are several 
great opportunities for you to dive into God’s Word this winter! 
 
Sunday Mornings - Our Sunday morning Bible Study meets after church each 
week from 10:30-11:15.  We will be starting a new topic this week.  Everyone 
is welcome! 
 
Two on Tuesdays - Join us for Two on Tuesdays on the first and third Tuesday 
each month.  Currently we are working our way through the book of Romans, 
as well as discussing whatever questions come to mind as we study.  
 
Sunday School Notes … 
We offer Sunday School for children ages 3 years and up each Sunday from 
10:30-11:15.  Visitors are always welcome!  (Ask a member to help you to 
find the appropriate teacher for you and your child to meet.) 
 
 
 

CONTACT US: 

Alive! Lutheran Church                          
PO Box 1166                                                       
121 W. Broadway                                 
Monticello, MN   55362                             
Phone: 763-295-1749      

 

 

ALIVE! Council Members …    
(2019-2021) 

President -                                      
Josh McDermott                            
Vice President -                              
Terry Galle                          
Financial Secretary -                 
Wendy Mapes                      
Treasurer -                                    
Kevin Steinbronn                 
Recording Secretary -            
Sandy Walters                   
Trustees -                                        
Randy Andersen                           
Christian Education -                               
Bria Andersen                                              
Evangelism -                                  
Latha Steinbronn                   
Stewardship –                              
Chet Drewelow                        
Elders –                                         
Scott Ludwig  

These are your “go to people” if 
you have any questions or 
concerns. 

 

 



 

  
We pray for strength and healing for all those who are ill, injured, undergoing 
medical tests or procedures, receiving treatments, recovering from surgeries, 
dealing with ongoing pain, lonely, anxious, or grieving… 

We pray for all expectant mothers and for those experiencing the grief of infertility 
or miscarriage 

We pray for our homebound members, Jane Seig and Bill Wacker. 

We pray that God’s Word would fall down like rain upon our world, and that 
where it falls, it may bring life. 

We pray for those who hear the Word, that God’s Spirit might bring them to faith. 

We pray for pastors and missionaries in our community and across the world, that 
they may faithfully share God’s life giving Word and that the Lord would sustain 
them in their vocation and bless their work. 
 
We with thanksgiving for the gift of new life given to Adalee Wilkinson, daughter 
of Adam and Monika Wilkinson (and granddaughter of Leroy and Chantelle 
Kiphuth). 

 

“I will sing to the LORD as long as I live; I will sing praise to 
my God while I have being.”  Psalm 104:33 

Easter is just a few short months away. Help Alive! Lutheran 
Church sing praise to God with music.   

“But now bring me a musician. And when the musician 
played, the hand of the LORD came upon him.”  2 Kings 3:15 

If you would like to add to our worship services with special 
music, would like to join the choir or play an instrument, 
please contact Pastor Lieske or Lois Mitchell, our music 

director. 

“The music of the Gospel leads us home.” 

 



 

  

Anniversaries 

If I missed your birthday or anniversary, please send me a 
quick email with your name, date of birth and anniversary date 
and I’ll make sure it gets on the calendar next year. 

Thanks! 

Sue Radtke 

Sradtke53@gmail.com 

Monthly Information 
Adult Bible Study starts at 10:30 a.m. in the 

sanctuary.  Grab your coffee and treat and join us! 

Ushers 

1/5 – Rick Radtke & Chet Drewelow           
1/12 – Greg Busse & Tom Gerold               
1/19 – Scott Ludwig & Rod Yonak                
1/26 – Ed Swingley & Kevin Wischnack 

Altar Guild 

December – Wendy & Jason Mapes 

Sunday Refreshments for Fellowship 

1/5 – Jean & Dennis Kramer,  Joyce & Ed Swingley                              
1/12 – Greg & Trisha Busse, Tom & Kara Gerold                           
1/19 – Scott & Heather Ludwig, Paul & Lori Ruda                        
1/26 – Eric & Lori Mapes, Jason & Wendy Mapes 

 

Birthdays                                                   

1/1 – Kristy Henkel                                                                           
1/1 – Norman Olson                                                                         
1/4 -  Trisha Busse                                                                            
1/11 – Lois Hills                                                                                 
1/14 – Jim MacMinn                                                                       
1/15 – Sandra Walters                                                                         
1/17 – Rodney Yonak                                                                       
1/18 – Alyssa Brower                                                                        
1/19 – Jacob Rowen                                                                         
1/23 – Christopher Lieske                                                               
1/26 – Lori Mapes                                                                           
1/27 – Norman Jaschen                                                                 
1/29 – Chase Drewelow    

           

 

 

Acolyte Schedule 

1/5 – Gabe McDermott                                   
1/12 – Chet Drewelow                                  
1/19 – Abby Ruda                                            
1/26 – Autumn Ludwig 

 

 

Welcome … 

If you enjoy talking to people and are  

interested in being a greeter on Sunday  

morning, talk to Pastor Lieske.   



  
  

 

 

The season of Lent begins with our Ash 
Wednesday Service on Wednesday, 
February 26 at 6 pm.  We will continue 
with midweek worship services on March 
4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1.   

We will be doing “Soup and Sandwich Suppers” 
again this year.  This is a great time of both 
noursishment for our bodies and our souls, PLUS a 
great chance to visit with your church friends (OR 
EVEN MAKE SOME NEW ONES!).  Suppers at 5:15 pm 

START LOOKING THROUGH YOUR COOKBOOKS AND 
WATCH FOR SIGN-UP SHEETS TO CONTIRUBUTE TO 
THESE MEALS. 



Alive! Lutheran Church                                                                                                                                                                   
P.O.Box 146                                                                                                                                                                                     
Monticello, MN   55362 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don’t forget to mark your calendars for our Midweek Lenten 
Worship Services beginning February 26.  IT’S THE BEST DEAL IN 
TOWN!! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where does a Polar Bear keep his money? 

IN A SNOWBANK! 

What do you call a snowman in the desert? 

A PUDDLE! 

What happened when an icicle landed on the 
snowman’s head? 

IT KNOCKED HIM OUT COLD! 

We’re on the Web!  http://aliveinmonticello.org 

Find us on FACEBOOK! 

http://www.facebook.com/pages/Alive-Lutheran-
Church/8845242333667 


