
Alive!  
The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 20, 2020 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

738 Lord of All Hopefulness 

 

 

 

 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 



 
 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him 

in prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Psalm (spoken responsively) Psalm 27:1–9; antiphon: v. 4a 

1The LORD is my light and my salvation; 

 whom shall I fear? 

The LORD is the stronghold of my life; 

 of whom shall I be afraid? 

2When evildoers assail me 

 to eat up my flesh, 

my adversaries and foes, 

 it is they who stumble and fall. 



 
 

3Though an army encamp against me, 

 my heart shall not fear; 

though war arise against me, 

 yet I will be confident. 

4One thing have I asked of the LORD, 

 that will I seek after: 

that I may dwell in the house of the LORD 

 all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD 

 and to inquire in his temple. 

5For he will hide me in his shelter 

 in the day of trouble; 

he will conceal me under the cover of his tent; 

 he will lift me high upon a rock. 

6And now my head shall be lifted up 

 above my enemies all around me, 

 and I will offer in his tent 

 sacrifices with shouts of joy; 

I will sing and make melody to the LORD. 

7Hear, O LORD, when I cry aloud; 

 be gracious to me and answer me! 
8You have said, “Seek my face.” 

My heart says to you, 

 “Your face, LORD, do I seek.” 

 9Hide not your face from me. 

Turn not your servant away in anger, 

 O you who have been my help. 

Cast me not off; forsake me not, 

 O God of my salvation! 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 
 



 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Lord God, heavenly Father, since we cannot stand before You 

relying on anything we have done, help us trust in Your 

abiding grace and live according to Your Word; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:6–9 

6“Seek the LORD while he may be found; 

 call upon him while he is near; 



 
 

7let the wicked forsake his way, 

 and the unrighteous man his thoughts; 

let him return to the LORD, that he may have compassion on 

him, 

 and to our God, for he will abundantly pardon. 
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 

 neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 
9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 

 so are my ways higher than your ways 

 and my thoughts than your thoughts.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Philippians 1:12–14, 19–30 
 12I want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has 

really served to advance the gospel, 13so that it has become known 

throughout the whole imperial guard and to all the rest that my 

imprisonment is for Christ. 14And most of the brothers, having become 

confident in the Lord by my imprisonment, are much more bold to speak the 

word without fear. . . . 

 19for I know that through your prayers and the help of the Spirit of 

Jesus Christ this will turn out for my deliverance, 20as it is my eager 

expectation and hope that I will not be at all ashamed, but that with full 

courage now as always Christ will be honored in my body, whether by life 

or by death. 21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22If I am to live 

in the flesh, that means fruitful labor for me. Yet which I shall choose I 

cannot tell. 23I am hard pressed between the two. My desire is to depart and 

be with Christ, for that is far better. 24But to remain in the flesh is more 

necessary on your account. 25Convinced of this, I know that I will remain 

and continue with you all, for your progress and joy in the faith, 26so that in 

me you may have ample cause to glory in Christ Jesus, because of my 

coming to you again. 

 27Only let your manner of life be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so 

that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of you that you 

are standing firm in one spirit, with one mind striving side by side for the 

faith of the gospel, 28and not frightened in anything by your opponents. This 

is a clear sign to them of their destruction, but of your salvation, and that 

from God. 29For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you 

should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake, 30engaged in the 

same conflict that you saw I had and now hear that I still have. 
  



 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God. 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 20:1–16 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twentieth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 1[Jesus said:] “The kingdom of heaven is like a master of a house 

who went out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2After 

agreeing with the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his 

vineyard. 3And going out about the third hour he saw others standing idle in 

the marketplace, 4and to them he said, ‘You go into the vineyard too, and 

whatever is right I will give you.’ 5So they went. Going out again about the 

sixth hour and the ninth hour, he did the same. 6And about the eleventh hour 

he went out and found others standing. And he said to them, ‘Why do you 

stand here idle all day?’ 7They said to him, ‘Because no one has hired us.’ 

He said to them, ‘You go into the vineyard too.’ 8And when evening came, 

the owner of the vineyard said to his foreman, ‘Call the laborers and pay 

them their wages, beginning with the last, up to the first.’ 9And when those 

hired about the eleventh hour came, each of them received a denarius. 10Now 

when those hired first came, they thought they would receive more, but each 

of them also received a denarius. 11And on receiving it they grumbled at the 

master of the house, 12saying, ‘These last worked only one hour, and you 

have made them equal to us who have borne the burden of the day and the 

scorching heat.’ 13But he replied to one of them, ‘Friend, I am doing you no 

wrong. Did you not agree with me for a denarius? 14Take what belongs to 

you and go. I choose to give to this last worker as I give to you. 15Am I not 

allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to me? Or do you begrudge 

my generosity?’ 16So the last will be first, and the first last.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 



 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

555 Salvation unto Us Has Come sts. 1, 6, 9–10 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 



 
 

C Amen. 
 

742 For Me to Live Is Jesus 

 

 
 

5 In my last hour, O grant me 

    A slumber soft and still, 

No doubts to vex or haunt me, 

    Safe anchored in Thy will; 
 

6 And so to Thee still cleaving 

    When death shall come to me, 

I fall asleep believing 

    And wake in heav’n with Thee! 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Celebrations 
Wedding Anniversaries This Week @ Alive 

September 25: Terry and Rachel Galle 

September 26: Adam And Sara Stevenson 
 

Birthdays This Week @ Alive! 

September 20: John Halvorson 

September 24: Rick Radtke 

September 26: Dennis Kramer 

September 26: Carmen Schroeder 

September 26: Carla Yonak 
 

 

  



 
 

  

Alive! Announcements 
September 20, 2020 

Dear friends in Christ,  

It is amazing how much in life is affected by attitude.  When we 

find ourselves constantly focused on things that are not the way we 

want them, we often find ourselves miserable.  When our words and 

actions express that focus, others often find us miserable.  But when we 

think, speak, and act in ways that express thankfulness for the various 

aspects of our life, it is amazing how often joy sneaks into all sorts of 

different situations. 

There is something to having an “attitude of gratitude!”  

Multiple studies have been undertaken that tracked and surveyed people 

who were intentionally paying attention to things that they were grateful 

for and others who were being attentive to life’s difficulties.  After a 

couple months, the people being attentive to gratefulness reported 

greater well-being and had a better outlook on the future.   

As Christians, we not only know we have plenty to be grateful 

for (look at the list in the explanation to the Fourth Petition if you can’t 

think of anything!), but we know to whom our gratefulness is directed.  

We are thankful to our Triune God for all the many gifts He gives that 

provide for us in both body and soul.  We have cause for joy! 

The devil is constantly trying to rob us of that joy, because 

when our attitude gets wrapped not in the things of God but in the trials 

and troubles of this present world, it becomes far easier to turn our 

hearts away from Jesus.  Lord protect us from this! 

So count your blessings!  And recognize the one from whom 

they’ve come.  It’s not just a good and faithful way to be – it will make 

your life more joyful as well! 

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

   

  
The pandemic measures are keeping many of our families at home.  It 

remains an important task of the congregation and of each family to 

train the children of our church in the faith.  We’d like to help by 

making available resources for Sunday School at Home.  Contact 

Pastor Lieske to get the appropriate Sunday School materials for 

your child.  Our church web site contains a page that has 

supplementary resources for each of the Sunday School lessons.  The 

second weekly lesson focuses on Genesis 15:1-6 and 17:1-21, which 

discuss God’s Covenant with Abram.   

+ + + 

If you know someone who has been joining our online services, 

encourage them to be added to our mailing list.  Then they can also 

receive the weekly bulletin in the email to aid them in following along 

with our worship services.   

+ + + 

Paul & Jane Galle Benefit is Friday September 25 from 5-9.  Vic's 

Rib cage and What's the Scoop are catering.  There will be a Silent 

Auction, Bake sale, drawings & race cars! If anyone is interested in 

volunteering at the benefit or donating please contact Terry Galle @ 

763-439-3211 or gttransllc@yahoo.com 

+ + + 

The Church Council is working on a plan that allows for our 

congregation’s voting members to vote through the mail for elections 

and to approve the 2021 budget.  Any members who have moved or 

changed address are asked to double check with the church office 

that we have the correct address on file.   

+ + + 

The October-December issue of Portals of Prayer is available at the 

church.  If you need help getting a copy please contact Pastor and let 

him know.   

+ + + 

Confirmation Class begins this Wednesday, September 23, at 6 pm.  

We look forward to having students back in class.  Please keep our 11 

confirmation students in your prayers throughout our year. 

+ + + 

Later this afternoon two baby girls will join the family of Christ in 

Holy Baptism.  Abigail Ruth Wiley and Elianna Grace Wiley will be 

joined to Christ through water and the word.  Their parents are Luke 

and Sarah Wiley.  Please pray God’s richest blessing on these two 

newest members of Christ’s family.     



 
 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 9/20   

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online) 

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

5:00 p.m. Wiley Baptism 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: God’s Covenant with Abram (Genesis 15:1-6; 

  17:1-21) 

  

Wednesday 9/23 

6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 

 

Sunday 9/27 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online) 

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: Isaac is Born (Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7) 

 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, September 13 In-person   13 

Sunday, September 13 Online   ~21 

9/13 Morning Communion     9 

9/13 Afternoon Communion   3 
 

Offerings 

Sunday, September 13 Offering   $1120.00 

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $315.00 

  

The Church Council is working to devise an arrangement for our 

required congregational meetings that would allow participation at a 

distance.  We will soon have to elect new officers to serve as leaders 

in the congregation.  The following positions will need to be filled: 

President, Recording Secretary, Trustees Chair, Education Chair.  

Prayerfully consider if God might be calling you to serve in one of 

these positions, and encourage people who you think would be good 

candidates for these positions.   

+ + + 

 Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday 

afternoon for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You 

can sign your family up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail 

Pastor to set up a time. Each appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If 

you’d like to arrange an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be 

happy to come visit you.   


