
Alive!  
The Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 12, 2021 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

554 O Jesus, King Most Wonderful 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 



 
 

 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, our support and defense in every need, 

continue to preserve Your Church in safety, govern her by 

Your goodness, and bless her with Your peace; for You live 

and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 50:4–10 

4The Lord GOD has given me 

 the tongue of those who are taught, 

that I may know how to sustain with a word 

 him who is weary. 

Morning by morning he awakens; 

 he awakens my ear 

 to hear as those who are taught. 
5The Lord GOD has opened my ear, 

 and I was not rebellious; 

 I turned not backward. 
6I gave my back to those who strike, 

 and my cheeks to those who pull out the beard; 

I hid not my face 

 from disgrace and spitting. 

7But the Lord GOD helps me; 

 therefore I have not been disgraced; 

therefore I have set my face like a flint, 

 and I know that I shall not be put to shame. 

 8He who vindicates me is near. 

Who will contend with me? 

 Let us stand up together. 

Who is my adversary? 

 Let him come near to me. 
9Behold, the Lord GOD helps me; 
 who will declare me guilty? 

Behold, all of them will wear out like a garment; 

 the moth will eat them up. 



 
 

10Who among you fears the LORD 

 and obeys the voice of his servant? 

Let him who walks in darkness 

 and has no light 

trust in the name of the LORD 

 and rely on his God. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 116:1–9; antiphon: v. 5 

1I love the LORD, because he has heard 

 my voice and my pleas for mercy. 
2Because he inclined his ear to me, 

 therefore I will call on him as long as I live. 
3The snares of death encompassed me; 

 the pangs of Sheol laid hold on me; 

 I suffered distress and anguish. 
4Then I called on the name of the LORD: 

 “O LORD, I pray, deliver my soul!” 

5Gracious is the LORD, and righteous; 

 our God is merciful. 
6The LORD preserves the simple; 

 when I was brought low, he saved me. 
7Return, O my soul, to your rest; 

 for the LORD has dealt bountifully with you. 

8For you have delivered my soul from death, 

 my eyes from tears, 

 my feet from stumbling; 
9I will walk before the LORD 

 in the land of the living. 

 

Epistle James 3:1–12 
 1Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you 

know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness. 2For we all 

stumble in many ways, and if anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is 

a perfect man, able also to bridle his whole body. 3If we put bits into the 

mouths of horses so that they obey us, we guide their whole bodies as well. 
4Look at the ships also: though they are so large and are driven by strong 

winds, they are guided by a very small rudder wherever the will of the pilot 

directs. 5So also the tongue is a small member, yet it boasts of great things. 



 
 

 How great a forest is set ablaze by such a small fire! 6And the 

tongue is a fire, a world of unrighteousness. The tongue is set among our 

members, staining the whole body, setting on fire the entire course of life, 

and set on fire by hell. 7For every kind of beast and bird, of reptile and sea 

creature, can be tamed and has been tamed by mankind, 8but no human 

being can tame the tongue. It is a restless evil, full of deadly poison. 9With it 

we bless our Lord and Father, and with it we curse people who are made in 

the likeness of God. 10From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. My 

brothers, these things ought not to be so. 11Does a spring pour forth from the 

same opening both fresh and salt water? 12Can a fig tree, my brothers, bear 

olives, or a grapevine produce figs? Neither can a salt pond yield fresh 

water. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 9:14–29 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the ninth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  
 14When they came to the disciples, they saw a great crowd around 

them, and scribes arguing with them. 15And immediately all the crowd, when 

they saw him, were greatly amazed and ran up to [Jesus] and greeted him. 
16And he asked them, “What are you arguing about with them?” 17And 

someone from the crowd answered him, “Teacher, I brought my son to you, 

for he has a spirit that makes him mute. 18And whenever it seizes him, it 

throws him down, and he foams and grinds his teeth and becomes rigid. So I 

asked your disciples to cast it out, and they were not able.” 19And he 

answered them, “O faithless generation, how long am I to be with you? How 

long am I to bear with you? Bring him to me.” 20And they brought the boy to 

him. And when the spirit saw him, immediately it convulsed the boy, and he 

fell on the ground and rolled about, foaming at the mouth. 21And Jesus asked 

his father, “How long has this been happening to him?” And he said, “From 

childhood. 22And it has often cast him into fire and into water, to destroy 

him. But if you can do anything, have compassion on us and help us.” 23And 

Jesus said to him, “If you can! All things are possible for one who believes.” 
24Immediately the father of the child cried out and said, “I believe; help my 



 
 

unbelief!” 25And when Jesus saw that a crowd came running together, he 

rebuked the unclean spirit, saying to it, “You mute and deaf spirit, I 

command you, come out of him and never enter him again.” 26And after 

crying out and convulsing him terribly, it came out, and the boy was like a 

corpse, so that most of them said, “He is dead.” 27But Jesus took him by the 

hand and lifted him up, and he arose. 28And when he had entered the house, 

his disciples asked him privately, “Why could we not cast it out?” 29And he 

said to them, “This kind cannot be driven out by anything but prayer.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 



 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

783 Take My Life and Let It Be 

 

 
 

5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 

Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 



 
 

6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 

Take myself, and I will be 

Ever, only, all for Thee. 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 



 
 

 

611 Chief of Sinners Though I Be 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Celebrations 
Birthdays This Week at Alive! 

September 14: Lori Ruda 

September 15: JoAnn Lano 

September 18: Lisa Rowen 
 

Wedding Anniversaries this Week @ Alive! 
September 16: Tom and Lisa Rowen 

 

Baptismal Anniversaries This week at Alive! 
September 16: Sandra Walters 

September 16: Latha Steinbronn 

 
 

 
 

 
 



 
 

  

Alive! Announcements 
September 12, 2021 

Dear friends in Christ, 

What causes you fear?  There might be a lot of different things 

that fit on that list.  One of the big ones for a lot of people is just “the 

unknown.”  A lot of us like to be in control, but you can’t be in control 

of things you don’t know.   

For my family, the coming weeks carry a lot of unknowns with 

them.  There are a lot of unknowns for Alive as well.  I think it is ok to 

take a moment, take a breath, and recognize how uncomfortable that is.   

But our God speaks to us even in the midst of our fears.  

Through the prophet Isaiah, God says, “Fear not, for I am with you; do 

not be dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help 

you, I will uphold you with my righteous right hand” (Isaiah 41:10).  St. 

Paul puts it this way: “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God.  And the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in 

Christ Jesus” (Philippians 4:6-7).   

We may not know what is to come, but God does.  I can’t think 

of any better way to prepare for the unknown, as far as it is possible 

anyway, than by clinging to our savior in faith.  We know that Christ is 

with us, even strengthening us for the challenges of each new day.  He 

holds us up in the face of anything we might face.  In times of trouble, 

we can turn to Him in faithful prayer. Even when we don’t know what 

will come next, because we know Christ and His salvation, our 

Almighty God has granted us peace.  So as you face the unknown, cling 

to the one you know by baptism and faith – cling to Jesus.   

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 
 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

 
This Week at Alive! 

Today 9/12 

9:00 a.m. Worship  

10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study  
 

Monday 9/13 

6:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 
  

Sunday 9/19 

9:00 a.m. Worship w/ Holy Communion 

10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study  

Pastor Lieske’s Last Sunday 
 

 

 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, September 5 In -Person   24 

September 5 Communion    20 

Sunday, September 5 Online   ~8 
  

Offerings 

Sunday, September 5 Offering   $755.00 

9/5 Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $545.00 

Pastor Lieske has accepted the call to serve Trinity Lutheran Church in 

Fergus Falls as their next pastor.  Please pray for his family and for 

Alive in this transition.  Prayerfully consider how you can help and 

serve Alive during the coming transition.  Pastor Lieske’s final Sunday 

with us at Alive! will be next Sunday, September 19. 
 

Sunday School will be starting soon!  Please plan to have your children 

attend.  Keep your eyes and ears open for more information.   
 

Confirmation instruction will be delayed this fall until plans can be 

formulated for the pastoral vacancy.  Keep your eyes open for further 

information.    
 

Those attending services online who would like to make an offering 

to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail 

(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH 

automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact 

pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app). 


