
Alive!  
The Baptism of Our Lord 

January 17, 2021 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

845 Where Charity and Love Prevail 

 

 

 
 

5 Let us recall that in our midst 

    Dwells Christ, His only Son; 

As members of His body joined 

    We are in Him made one. 

 
6 For love excludes no race or clan 

    That names the Savior’s name; 

His family embraces all 

    Whose Father is the same. 
Tune: Public domain 



 
 

Text: © 1960 World Library Publications. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Stand 

 
Introit Psalm 2:7–11, 12c; antiphon: Isaiah 42:1a 

P Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

 my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 



 
 

C I will tell of the decree: The LORD said to me, “You are my 

Son; today I have begotten you. 

P Ask of me, and I will make the nations your heritage, 

 and the ends of the earth your possession. 

C You shall break them with a rod of iron 

 and dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.” 

P Now therefore, O kings, be wise; 

 be warned, O rulers of the earth. 

C Serve the LORD with fear, 

 and rejoice with trembling, 

P for his wrath is quickly kindled. 

 Blessèd are all who take refuge in him. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

P  Behold my servant, whom I uphold, 

   my chosen, in whom my soul delights. 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

Father in heaven, at the Baptism of Jesus in the Jordan River 

You proclaimed Him Your beloved Son and anointed Him 

with the Holy Spirit. Make all who are baptized in His name 

faithful in their calling as Your children and inheritors with 

Him of everlasting life; through the same Jesus Christ, our 



 
 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 1:1–5 
 1In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. 2The 

earth was without form and void, and darkness was over the face of the 

deep. And the Spirit of God was hovering over the face of the waters. 

 3And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4And 

God saw that the light was good. And God separated the light from the 

darkness. 5God called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. 

And there was evening and there was morning, the first day. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle Romans 6:1–11 
 1What shall we say then? Are we to continue in sin that grace 

may abound? 2By no means! How can we who died to sin still live in it? 
3Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 

were baptized into his death? 4We were buried therefore with him by 

baptism into death, in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead 

by the glory of the Father, we too might walk in newness of life. 

 5For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we shall 

certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his. 6We know that our 

old self was crucified with him in order that the body of sin might be 

brought to nothing, so that we would no longer be enslaved to sin. 7For 

one who has died has been set free from sin. 8Now if we have died with 

Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9We know that Christ 

being raised from the dead will never die again; death no longer has 

dominion over him. 10For the death he died he died to sin, once for all, 

but the life he lives he lives to God. 11So you also must consider 

yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 



 
 

 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Mark 1:4–11 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
4John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism of 

repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5And all the country of Judea and 

all Jerusalem were going out to him and were being baptized by him in 

the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6Now John was clothed with 

camel’s hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts and 

wild honey. 7And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is 

mightier than I, the strap of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop 

down and untie. 8I have baptized you with water, but he will baptize you 

with the Holy Spirit.” 

 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, 

immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on 

him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved 

Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

 
405 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord 

 



 
 

 

 
 

5 The Father’s word, the Spirit’s flight 

Anointed Christ in glorious sight 

As God’s own choice, from Adam’s fall 

To save the world and free us all. 

 
6 Now rise, faint hearts, be resolute; 

This man is Christ, our substitute! 

He was baptized in Jordan’s stream, 

Proclaimed Redeemer, Lord supreme. 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1993 James P. Tiefel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 

 
Sermon - "And God Said" 
 
849 Praise the One Who Breaks the Darkness 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1987 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 

 
Stand 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 



 
 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
923 Almighty Father, Bless the Word 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Alive! Announcements 
January 17, 2021 

Dear friends in Christ,  

Covid-19 has affected all sorts of aspects of our lives, and now 

we have one more to add to the list.  But first, a little background of 

how our church body works. 

The LCMS operates on a three-year cycle, and each set of three 

years is called a triennium.  The triennium begins after the Synod 

convention – so the current triennium began after the 2019 Synod 

convention in Tampa that I attended.  The first year is fairly quiet – 

circuits are encouraged to hold a circuit convocation if they would like 

to, but there is no required official business.  The second year of the 

triennium sees each district hold a convention.  That happens to be this 

year (2021).  The third year of the triennium sees the Synod meet in 

convention again, and the whole cycle starts over again.   

You may have already noticed the issue, but if you haven’t, I’ll 

point it out to you: each district is required to hold an in-person district 

convention this year, but nearly every district is prohibited by local 

ordinance from doing so on account of the pandemic.  For example, our 

district cannot meet.  The convention normally sees several hundred 

people gather together (we were scheduled to do so April 12-14 this 

year in Brainerd).  Such a gathering is prohibited in Minnesota 

currently.   

The LCMS Council of Presidents recognized this problem.  The 

solution was to request that the Synod Presidents put forth a referendum 

to the congregations of the Synod requesting the extension of the 

current triennium by an additional year.  People with a far better 

understanding of the Synod constitution and bylaws than I have 

determined this was the only was to rectify the issue.  It is actually quite 

heartening to see leaders, who often disagree with each other on other  
   

 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 
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Celebrations 
Birthdays this Week at Alive! 

January 17: Rod Yonak 

January 18: Alyssa Brower 

January 23: Christopher Lieske 

 

Baptismal Anniversaries this week at Alive! 
January 22: Chase Drewelow 

 

 
 

 

 

Matters come to a unanimous agreement on how to address an issue.  

The exact wording of the question being put to the congregations is 

“Shall the Synod add a year to the current 2019–2022 triennium, 

allowing districts to hold their conventions in either 2021 or 2022, 

and moving the upcoming national Synod Convention from 2022 to 

2023?” 

 I find it hard to believe that any congregation will vote against 

this measure, because it is pretty hard to identify any alternatives (my 

“everyone in a corn field in August” plan has sadly been rejected).   

Our church council discussed the matter and intend to support the plan.  

I thought those of you who are interested in the Synod and how things 

work would want to know what was going on. 

 So Covid-19 likely claims another activity, at least for now.  

But as the last year has shown us, even if the pandemic can delay the 

business of the church, it cannot stop the mission of the church.  Jesus 

is still Lord, sin still kills, and the gospel still saves.  We still have good 

news to deliver to weary souls who need it.  Let’s keep at it. 

Peace in Christ,  

Pastor Lieske 

Ash Wednesday is coming quickly – February 17th is only a 

month away.  We’ll be getting ashes to you in a different way 

this year – one that you can even share with others.  Keep your 

eyes open in the weeks ahead for more information! 

The Red Letter Challenge is coming to Alive beginning on February 

14th and running throughout Lent.  Get a workbook and get linked up 

with a small group.  Let’s all band together to become greater 

followers of Jesus! 



 
 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 1/17 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion (by appointment) 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: God With His People (Exodus 25:1-9; 40:1-8, 

34-38) 
  

Wednesday 1/20 

6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class (online)  
 

Sunday 1/24 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion (by appointment) 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: The Twelve Spies (Numbers 13:1-2, 25-14:24) 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, January 10 In-person   21 

Sunday, January 10 Online    ~22 

1/10 Morning Communion     10 

1/10 Afternoon Communion   3 
  

Offerings 

Sunday, January 10 Offering    $880.00  

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $755.00 

Designated Offering – Building (ACH)  $55.00 

 Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday 

afternoon for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You 

can sign your family up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail 

Pastor to set up a time. Each appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If 

you’d like to arrange an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be 

happy to come visit you.   
 

Contribution Statements:  2020 Year-To-Date statements were sent in 

the US mail this year.  You will not find them in your church mail 

boxes.  With mail delays, please give them until end of January 23rd 

before asking for a duplicate statement.  Thank you! 
 

 Those attending services online who would like to make an offering 

to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail 

(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH 

automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact 

pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app). 


