
Alive!  
The Fourth Sunday in Advent 

December 20, 2020 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

855 For All the Faithful Women sts. 1–2, 8, 3–4 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1993, 1997, 2003 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 



 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him 

in prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared 

us to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy 

Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and 

grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven 

our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Introit (spoken in unison) Psalm 19:1, 4c, 5–6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a, b 

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down 

righteousness; 

 let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit. 

The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims 

his handiwork. 
 In them he has set a tent for the sun, 

which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 

 and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 

Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of 



 
 

them, 

 and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down 

righteousness; 

 let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your 

might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted 

by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the 

Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 
 1Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him 

rest from all his surrounding enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, 

“See now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 
3And Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD 

is with you.” 

 4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go 

and tell my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a 

house to dwell in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the 

people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a 

tent for my dwelling. 7In all places where I have moved with all the people 

of Israel, did I speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I 

commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built 

me a house of cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant 



 
 

David, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from 

following the sheep, that you should be prince over my people Israel. 9And I 

have been with you wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies 

from before you. And I will make for you a great name, like the name of the 

great ones of the earth. 10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and 

will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed 

no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the 

time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give you rest 

from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD 

will make you a house. . . . 

 16And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever 

before me. Your throne shall be established forever.’” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 89:1–5; antiphon: v. 8 
Pastor:  I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; 

People: with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all 

 generations. 

Pastor: For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; 

People: in the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.” 

Pastor:  You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

 I have sworn to David my servant: 

People: ‘I will establish your offspring forever, 

 and build your throne for all generations.’”  

Pastor:  Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, 

 your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones! 

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

 as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever.  Amen.   
 

Epistle Romans 16:25–27 
 25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel 

and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery 

that was kept secret for long ages 26but has now been disclosed and through 

the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the 

command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27to the 

only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 



 
 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 1:26–38 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city 

of Galilee named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was 

Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he 

came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 
29But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of 

greeting this might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 

for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your 

womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great 

and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to 

him the throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of 

Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 

virgin?” 

 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon 

you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the 

child to be born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your 

relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the 

sixth month with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be 

impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the 

Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from 

her. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 



 
 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. Refrain 
 

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. Refrain 
 

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. Refrain 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon – “The Third Miracle” 
 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 



 
 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

338 Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Those attending services online who would like to make an offering 

to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail 

(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH 

automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact 

pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app). 



 
 

  

Alive! Announcements 
December 20, 2020 

Dear friends in Christ,  

Last week in this space I asked you if you were “up to the 

challenge”.  The Red Letter Challenge is coming to Alive in January.  It 

is an “all in” church challenge.  What does this mean?  It means a few 

things.   

It is “all in” because we are “all in”-vited to participate.  Each 

member of our congregation from 9 months to 99 years can be part of 

this challenge.  All of us can follow Jesus and put His words into action 

in our lives.   

It is “all in” because it is a challenge for every day in the 40 day 

timeframe.  It isn’t something to take up on Sunday alone, or just a 

weekly Bible study, but instead each day brings with it a new 

“challenge,” a new way to put the words and directions of our savior 

into practice.   

It is “all in” because the challenge, just like the Lord, calls for 

us to commit our whole selves to following the Lord.  Athletes make 

huge commitments of time, energy, and other resources to compete in 

their sports.  We can take on a 40-day season where we go “all in” on 

following Jesus.   

It is “all in” because the goal is to put into practice the work 

that God began in us at our baptisms and continues to work in us each 

day of our lives – to make us, our entire selves, more like Christ, little 

by little, day by day.   

This is a challenge we can manage.  We can do it.  Our 

congregation will benefit from it.  More information will be coming 

right after Christmas.  I hope you are intrigued, or even excited.   So, 

again: are you up to the challenge?  Are you all in? 

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 

   

 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

2020 Alive! November Voters Meeting Results 
 

Ballots Received: 62 

 

President: 

There were 11 different individuals who received write-in votes to serve as 

President of Alive!  The church council will work to communicate with 

these individuals to see if they would be willing to serve. 

 

Recording Secretary: 

Chantelle Kiphuth    60 votes 

Kelli LaVoie (write-in)  1 vote 

 

Board of Education Chair: 

Heather Ludwig    60 votes 

Scot and Heather (write-in) 1 vote 

 

Board of Trustees Chair: 

Tom Rowen      60 votes 

Kevin Wischnack (write-in) 1 vote 

 

Ballot Question 1 (seeking approval to pass the budget as described on the 

budget enclosure) 

Yes:        59 votes 

No:       2 votes 

 

Ballot Question 2 (Seeking approval to collapse all earmarked Building 

Funds totaling approximately $71k into the general fund to allow board 

enough funds to pay bills through 2021 with current giving shortfalls) 

Yes:       59 votes 

No:       2 votes 

 

Ballot Question 3 (Seeking approval for board to proceed with the sale of 

the church land) 

Yes:       57 votes 

No:       4 votes 

 

 

  



 
 

Christmas Card Outreach – The first batch of cards were distributed this 

week.  Our congregation gave 177 Christmas cards to folks who are 

living in long-term care facilities.  There is still time if you’d like to 

contribute cards that can be delivered to residents at St. Ben’s here in 

Monticello and some other long-term care facilities.  While you will not 

know the recipient, you can include a short message that expresses that you 

do care about them.  Wish the recipients a Merry Christmas from your 

family and from our church family.  If you still plan to contribute some 

cards, contact Pastor Lieske to make arrangements to drop them off – pastor 

will deliver another batch closer to Christmas if any more come in. 
 

We’ve completed the first “quarter” of Sunday School materials.   Over 

the next few weeks you are encouraged to read through the Christmas 

narratives found in Luke 2 and Matthew 1 and 2.  Look for more information 

for Sunday School in the weeks after Christmas. 
 

Join us for socially distanced Christmas Caroling December 20 (today!) in 

the afternoon (3-5 pm).  If you are interested in participating or if you know 

someone who might welcome a visit from carolers, please contact Pastor 

Lieske 
 

We are planning two Christmas Eve services – one at 3 pm and one at 6 

pm.  You are encouraged to sign up early if you plan to attend the services 

in person.  The sign-up list is linked on our church web site.  If we need to, 

we can offer additional services so that everyone who would like to come is 

able to do so, but we need to view the sign-up numbers to make necessary 

adjustments.   
 

Thank you all who donated to the Sharing Tree this year.  We made our 

goal and we were able to give St. Henry a check for additional money for 

them to buy more gift cards.  Way to go!  Thank you again!  - Connie 
 

Christmas Day worship will be held at 9 AM.  You can attend in person, or 

the service will be streamed on our church Facebook page.   
 

The Red Letter Challenge is coming to Alive in January!  The Red Letter 

Challenge will challenge you to become a greater follower of Jesus.  Learn 

more at redletterchallenge.com.   
 

 

  



 
 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 12/20 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

3:00 p.m. Christmas Caroling 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: Read the Christmas Story (Luke 2) 

  

Thursday 12/24 

3:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship 

6:00 p.m. Christmas Eve Worship 

 

Friday 12/25 

9:00 a.m. Christmas Day Worship (in-person and online) 

 

Sunday 12/27 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: Read the Christmas Story (Matthew 1 and 2) 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, December 13 In-person   25 

Sunday, December 13 Online   ~32 

12/13 Morning Communion    14 

12/13 Afternoon Communion   2 

Wednesday, December 16 Advent In-person  13 

Wednesday, December 16 Advent Online  ~19 
 

Offerings 

Sunday, December 13 Offering    $2640.00  

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $495.00 

Designated Offering – Land    $100.00 

Designated Offering – Flowers   $30.00 

 

 

  

 Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday 

afternoon for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You 

can sign your family up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail 

Pastor to set up a time. Each appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If 

you’d like to arrange an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be 

happy to come visit you.   
 

 


