
Alive!  
The Twelfth Sunday After Pentecost 

August 23, 2020 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

909 Christ Is Made the Sure Foundation 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 



 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Introit Psalm 2:6–7; 117; antiphon: Psalm 115:18 

But we will bless the LORD 

 from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD! 

As for me, I have set my King 

 on Zion, my holy hill. 

I will tell of the decree: 

 The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have begotten 

you.” 

Praise the LORD, all nations! 
 Extol him, all peoples! 

For great is his steadfast love toward us, 

 and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. Praise the 



 
 

LORD! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

But we will bless the LORD 

 from this time forth and forevermore. Praise the LORD! 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, whom to know is everlasting life, grant us to 

know Your Son, Jesus, to be the way, the truth, and the life that 

we may boldly confess Him to be the Christ and steadfastly 

walk in the way that leads to life eternal; through the same 

Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 51:1–6 

1“Listen to me, you who pursue righteousness, 

 you who seek the LORD: 

look to the rock from which you were hewn, 

 and to the quarry from which you were dug. 
2Look to Abraham your father 
 and to Sarah who bore you; 

for he was but one when I called him, 

 that I might bless him and multiply him. 



 
 

3For the LORD comforts Zion; 

 he comforts all her waste places 

and makes her wilderness like Eden, 

 her desert like the garden of the LORD; 

joy and gladness will be found in her, 

 thanksgiving and the voice of song. 
4“Give attention to me, my people, 

 and give ear to me, my nation; 

for a law will go out from me, 

 and I will set my justice for a light to the peoples. 
5My righteousness draws near, 

 my salvation has gone out, 

 and my arms will judge the peoples; 

the coastlands hope for me, 

 and for my arm they wait. 
6Lift up your eyes to the heavens, 

 and look at the earth beneath; 

for the heavens vanish like smoke, 

 the earth will wear out like a garment, 

 and they who dwell in it will die in like manner; 

but my salvation will be forever, 

 and my righteousness will never be dismayed.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle Romans 11:33—12:8 
 33Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways! 

34“For who has known the mind of the Lord, 

 or who has been his counselor?” 
35“Or who has given a gift to him 

 that he might be repaid?” 

36For from him and through him and to him are all things. To him be glory 

forever. Amen. 

 1I appeal to you therefore, brothers, by the mercies of God, to 

present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which 

is your spiritual worship. 2Do not be conformed to this world, but be 

transformed by the renewal of your mind, that by testing you may discern 

what is the will of God, what is good and acceptable and perfect. 



 
 

 3For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to 

think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think with sober 

judgment, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. 4For 

as in one body we have many members, and the members do not all have the 

same function, 5so we, though many, are one body in Christ, and 

individually members one of another. 6Having gifts that differ according to 

the grace given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, in proportion to our faith; 
7if service, in our serving; the one who teaches, in his teaching; 8the one who 

exhorts, in his exhortation; the one who contributes, in generosity; the one 

who leads, with zeal; the one who does acts of mercy, with cheerfulness. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 16:13–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixteenth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
 13Now when Jesus came into the district of Caesarea Philippi, he 

asked his disciples, “Who do people say that the Son of Man is?” 14And they 

said, “Some say John the Baptist, others say Elijah, and others Jeremiah or 

one of the prophets.” 15He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” 
16Simon Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 
17And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh 

and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father who is in heaven. 
18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and 

the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the 

kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.” 20Then 

he strictly charged the disciples to tell no one that he was the Christ. 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 



 
 

 
Sit 

 
645 Built on the Rock 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 



 
 

 
Sermon 
 
Stand 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
  
Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
821 Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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There’s still time for your child or a child you know to take part in our Fish 

Stories VBS-at-Home!  Children age 3-5th grade are invited to join us for a 

series of lessons that talk about who Jesus is and what He has done for us.  Talk 

to Pastor Lieske and he’ll get you what you need. 

  



 
 

  

Alive! Announcements 
August 23, 2020 

Dear friends in Christ,  

John the Baptist was not the most appealing preacher of all 

time.  He didn’t wear a nice suit – unless you find camel hair to be a 

fine fabric.  He didn’t eat the fanciest foods – he lives on locusts and 

wild honey.  One can assume his personal grooming was more in line 

with a wilderness wanderer than a modern televangelist.  Yet he was 

armed with the one thing needed to successfully carry out his ministry: 

truth.  He proclaimed the truth about sin, repentance, grace, and Jesus. 

This wasn’t always a popular message.  While it captured the 

hearts and minds of some, it enraged others.  In John’s case, it even led 

to him losing his life. 

The truth is often unpopular.  But Jesus says of Himself “I am 

the way, and the truth, and the life.”  Jesus Himself was unpopular, at 

least with certain segments of the population.  He remains so today.  

Yet just as what John had come to bring – a call to repentance that 

would prepare the way for the Lord – was needed, so also is what Jesus 

has come to bring – forgiveness, life, and salvation.  It may not be 

popular to know you need something that you lack, but the great good 

news is that our God’s fervent desire is to provide us with the 

righteousness that saves.   

To make sure that good news is heard even by us today, He has 

for 2000 years sent preachers of varying degrees of appeal to share the 

greatest truth of all.  St. Paul captured it this way: “Christ Jesus came 

into the world to save sinners – of whom I am foremost” (1 Timothy 

1:15). 

Peace in Christ,  

Pastor Lieske 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

 
This Week at Alive! 

Today 8/23   

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online) 

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

  

Sunday 8/30  

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online) 

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, August 16 In-person   17 

Sunday, August 16 Online    33 
 

Offerings 

Sunday, August 16 Offering    $3800.00 

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $495.00 

  

 

  

If you would like to receive a semi-annual (midyear) personal contribution 

statement, please contact Wendy Mapes (mapes23@tds.net or 763-878-2053).  

She will need to know if you would like it electronically or as a printed copy, 

and where to send it (either e-mail or physical address).   

+ + + 

We will soon have to elect new officers to serve as leaders in the 

congregation.  The following positions will need to be filled: President, 

Recording Secretary, Trustees Chair, Education Chair.  Prayerfully consider if 

God might be calling you to serve in one of these positions.   

+ + + 

 Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday afternoon for 

those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You can sign your family 

up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail Pastor to set up a time. Each 

appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If you’d like to arrange an at-home 

visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be happy to come visit you.   
 

Celebrations 
Baptismal Anniversaries This Week @ Alive! 

August 23: Nathaniel Sandvig 

August 24: Autumn Ludwig 
August 29: Adam Stevenson 

 

Birthdays This Week @ Alive! 

August 23: Abby Ruda 
August 23: Addison Ruda 

August 23: Nathaniel Sandvig 

August 28: Terry Galle 
August 28: Bill Isch 

 

 

  


