
Alive!  
The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

July 12, 2020 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

790 Praise to the Lord, the Almighty 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 



 
 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
Introit Psalm 103:15–19; antiphon: v. 8 

The LORD is merciful and | gracious,* 

 slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 

As for man, his days | are like grass;* 

 he flourishes like a flower | of the field; 

for the wind passes over it, and | it is gone,* 

 and its place knows | it no more. 

But the steadfast love of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting 

on those who | fear him,* 



 
 

 and his righteousness to children’s | children, 

to those who keep his | covenant* 

 and remember to do his com- | mandments. 

The LORD has established his throne in the | heavens,* 

 and his kingdom rules | over all. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

 and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

 is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

The LORD is merciful and | gracious,* 

 slow to anger and abounding in | steadfast love. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

A Glory to God in the highest, and peace to His people on earth. 

C Lord God, heavenly king, almighty God and Father: 

We worship You, we give You thanks, we praise You for 

Your glory. 

Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, Lord God, 

Lamb of God: 

You take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

You are seated at the right hand of the Father; receive our 

prayer. 

For You alone are the Holy One, You alone are the Lord, 

You alone are the Most High, Jesus Christ, with the Holy 

Spirit, 

in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 



 
 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 

written for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace 

and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 55:10–13 

10“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven 

 and do not return there but water the earth, 

making it bring forth and sprout, 

 giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; 

 it shall not return to me empty, 

but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, 

 and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it. 
12“For you shall go out in joy 

 and be led forth in peace; 

the mountains and the hills before you 

 shall break forth into singing, 

 and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13Instead of the thorn shall come up the cypress; 

 instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; 

and it shall make a name for the LORD, 

 an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



 
 

Epistle Romans 8:12–17 
 12So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live 

according to the flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh you will die, 

but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
14For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God. 15For you did not 

receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the 

Spirit of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!” 16The Spirit 

himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17and if 

children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with Christ, provided we 

suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the thirteenth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
 1That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. 
2And great crowds gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat 

down. And the whole crowd stood on the beach. 3And he told them many 

things in parables, saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4And as he sowed, 

some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured them. 
5Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 

immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6but when the 

sun rose they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered 

away. 7Other seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked 

them. 8Other seeds fell on good soil and produced grain, some a 

hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. 9He who has ears, let him hear. . . . 

 18“Hear then the parable of the sower: 19When anyone hears the 

word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and 

snatches away what has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along 

the path. 20As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears 



 
 

the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21yet he has no root in 

himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises 

on account of the word, immediately he falls away. 22As for what was sown 

among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world 

and the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. 23As 

for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and 

understands it. He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, 

in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

 
577 Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Stand 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  



 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 



 
 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
921 On What Has Now Been Sown 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Alive! Announcements 
July 12, 2020 

Dear friends in Christ,  

Who doesn’t love a good rainstorm?  Thunder crashing, 

lightning flashing, rain falling…to me, there’s something relaxing about 

being inside and looking out at a good rainstorm (as long as there’s no 

worries about severe weather hurting anyone or causing damage, of 

course). 

The plants love it, too.  I’ve been enjoying working on my 

garden this year, and one thing I’ve noticed is that the plants show a lot 

of growth after they get a good soaking of rain water (sunshine 

afterward doesn’t hurt!).  I’m looking forward to when I get to harvest 

the food I’ve worked to grow. 

In the Old Testament lesson, God points at just this thing that 

we can see happening, rain causing plants to grow and bear fruit, and 

says that His Word is just like this.  His Word accomplishes the thing 

that He intends it to accomplish.  When the Word of God is proclaimed 

in our hearing, God’s Spirit is at work to bring us to repentance, to 

create and strengthen faith in us, and to guide us to live holy lives of 

love for God and love for neighbor.  When we regularly soak in that 

Word, we can’t help but bear fruit (a little SON-shine doesn’t hurt!).   

Take every chance you have for a good “rainstorm.”  Attend 

worship (in-person or online).  Read the Bible regularly.  Join others for 

Bible Study (when that becomes an option again).  Make sure that you 

get a “good soaking” so that the seed of faith planted in you can bear 

abundant fruit. 

 

Peace in Christ,  

Pastor Lieske 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

  This Week at Alive! 
 

Today 7/12   

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online) 

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

  

Sunday 7/19  

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online) 

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

Last Week at Alive! 

 

Attendance 

Sunday, July 5 In-person   14 

Sunday, July 5 Online    ~22 

7/5 Morning Communion   7 

7/5 Afternoon Communion   0 

  

Offerings 

Sunday, July 5 Offering   $1440.00 

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)  $765.00 

 

Designated Offering – Building (ACH) $55.00 

  

Please be regular and faithful in your offerings as much as you 

are able throughout this crisis so that the congregation can  

continue to meet its financial obligations.   

  

If you’d like to mail in your offering, you can send it to Alive! 

Lutheran Church, P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362.   

  

If you’d like to begin making use of the Joyful Response online 

giving program, please contact Pastor Lieske or Kevin 

Steinbronn and they can help get you started. 



 
 

Access any of our online streamed services (or share them with 

someone else) at https://www.aliveinmonticello.org/worship-

services 

+ + + 

  

Throughout the COVID-19 crisis, you are encouraged to keep up 

with our congregational Facebook page.  Also, please make sure 

the church office has your current e-mail address.  Pastor Lieske 

can be reached on Facebook (Christopher Lieske), by call or text 

(612-554-5411), or by e-mail (chris.lieske@gmail.com).   

+ + + 

  

We have resumed in-person worship services as of June 21.  The 

Church Council has prepared a COVID-19 Preparedness Plan that 

guides the process of returning to gathering for worship.  We will 

be continually revisiting the process and the plan as CDC guidance 

changes and the situation dictates.  If you have any feedback or 

comments, please reach out to Pastor or a member of the Church 

Council.   

+ + + 

  

Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday 

afternoon for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  

You can sign your family up by using the online form or 

call/text/e-mail Pastor to set up a time. Plan for each appointment 

to last about 10 minutes.  If you’d like to arrange an at-home visit 

from Pastor Lieske, he’d be happy to come visit you.   

+ + + 

  

We will soon have to elect individuals to serve as leaders in the 

congregation in various congregational offices.  The following 

positions will be up for election or re-election: President, 

Recording Secretary, Trustees Chair, Education Chair.  Prayerfully 

consider if God might be calling you to serve in one of these 

positions.  Look for more information in the next few weeks!   

  

  

https://www.aliveinmonticello.org/worship-services
https://www.aliveinmonticello.org/worship-services


 
 

 

 

Celebrations 
Baptismal Anniversaries This Week @ Alive! 

July 16: Gabe McDermott 

  

Birthdays This Week @ Alive! 

July 12: Jan Marquette 

July 14: Autumn Ludwig 

  

Wedding Anniversaries This Week @ Alive! 

July 15: Greg and Trisha Busse 

Good news for those of you who have been looking for an 

electronic option to support our congregation! It is possible to 

make a contribution to Alive! using an app called Give Plus. You 

can download the app to your phone running iOS or Android. 

After a few minutes of set-up, you'll be able to make one-time or 

recurring contributions. 

To download for an iOS device (iPhone or iPad): 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/give/id1120840616 

To download for an Android device: 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details… 

If you have any questions, please let us know and we'll help you 

get it sorted out. 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/give/id1120840616?fbclid=IwAR35dsyVq0_SXloZFo8VfuQtO3A7NUlICEepUYkrt14XWXUH4Xad54rslnk
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.vanco.gpm&hl=en_US&fbclid=IwAR2cNGVVN7AFKL7qL3335DeHtQ7fb29sJ_2IedyaLjNXRnlzCZm9h2txEkc

