
Alive!  
The Fourth Sunday in Lent 

March 14, 2021 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

972 I Trust, O Christ, in You Alone 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 

  
Stand 

  
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

  

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

  
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

  

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

  

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

  



 
 

Kyrie        LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

  

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, Your mercies are new 

every morning; and though we deserve only punishment, You 

receive us as Your children and provide for all our needs of 

body and soul. Grant that we may heartily acknowledge Your 

merciful goodness, give thanks for all Your benefits, and serve 

You in willing obedience; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

  
Sit 

  

Old Testament Reading    Numbers 21:4–9 
 4From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, 

to go around the land of Edom. And the people became impatient on 

the way. 5And the people spoke against God and against Moses, 

“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness? 

For there is no food and no water, and we loathe this worthless 

food.” 6Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and 

they bit the people, so that many people of Israel died. 7And the 



 
 

people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have 

spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray to the LORD, that he 

take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the 

people. 8And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set 

it on a pole, and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall 

live.” 9So Moses made a bronze serpent and set it on a pole. And if 

a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze serpent and live. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  

Psalm     Psalm 107:1–9; antiphon: v. 19 
1Oh give thanks to the LORD, for he is good, 

 for his steadfast love endures forever! 
2Let the redeemed of the LORD say so, 

 whom he has redeemed from trouble 
3and gathered in from the lands, 

 from the east and from the west, 

 from the north and from the south. 
4Some wandered in desert wastes, 

 finding no way to a city to dwell in; 
5hungry and thirsty, 

 their soul fainted within them. 
6Then they cried to the LORD in their trouble, 

 and he delivered them from their distress. 
7He led them by a straight way 

 till they reached a city to dwell in. 
8Let them thank the LORD for his steadfast love, 

 for his wondrous works to the children of men! 
9For he satisfies the longing soul, 

 and the hungry soul he fills with good things. 

  

Epistle       Ephesians 2:1–10 
 1And you were dead in the trespasses and sins 2in which 

you once walked, following the course of this world, following the 

prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at work in the 

sons of disobedience— 3among whom we all once lived in the 

passions of our flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the 

mind, and were by nature children of wrath, like the rest of 

mankind. 4But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 

with which he loved us, 5even when we were dead in our trespasses, 

made us alive together with Christ—by grace you have been 



 
 

saved— 6and raised us up with him and seated us with him in the 

heavenly places in Christ Jesus, 7so that in the coming ages he 

might show the immeasurable riches of his grace in kindness toward 

us in Christ Jesus. 8For by grace you have been saved through faith. 

And this is not your own doing; it is the gift of God, 9not a result of 

works, so that no one may boast. 10For we are his workmanship, 

created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared 

beforehand, that we should walk in them. 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

  
Stand 

  

Alleluia and Verse (Lent)     LSB 157 

 

 

 
  

Holy Gospel      John 3:14–21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 14[Jesus said:] “As Moses lifted up the serpent in the 

wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15that whoever 

believes in him may have eternal life. 

 16“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, 

that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 

life. 17For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the 

world, but in order that the world might be saved through 

him. 18Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever 

does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed 

in the name of the only Son of God. 19And this is the judgment: the 



 
 

light has come into the world, and people loved the darkness rather 

than the light because their deeds were evil. 20For everyone who 

does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, 

lest his deeds should be exposed. 21But whoever does what is true 

comes to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that his deeds have 

been carried out in God.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

  
Sit 

  

571 God Loved the World So That He Gave 

 

 

 
  

5 If you are sick, if death is near, 

This truth your troubled heart can cheer: 

Christ Jesus saves your soul from death; 

That is the firmest ground of faith. 

  

D 6 Glory to God the Father, Son, 

And Holy Spirit, Three in One! 

To You, O blessèd Trinity, 

Be praise now and eternally! 
Text and tune: Public domain 

  

Sermon 



 
 

  

782 Gracious God, You Send Great Blessings 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 
Tune: Public domain 

  
Stand 

  

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 



 
 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

  

Prayer of the Church 
  

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 



 
 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

  

Benediction       LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

  

918 Guide Me, O Thou Great Redeemer 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Alive! Announcements 
March 14, 2021 

Dear friends in Christ,  

“Once upon a time…”  Or, a more modern take – “A long time 

ago in a galaxy far, far away…”  When you see a story start with a line 

like that, you  are conditioned to adopt a certain mindset.  This is a 

fantastic story, but that’s all it is – a story.  Fiction.  

There’s nothing wrong with stories.  Stories are used to convey 

ideas in ways that we can comprehend.  From Aesop’s fables to modern 

children’s books, stories have been used to teach moral, ethical, social, 

and religious truths to generations. 

However, contrast that to the life of Jesus.  Jesus did not come 

“once upon a time.”  He was not born in a “galaxy far, far away.”  

Instead, the New Testament is filled with chronological and 

geographical markers that tell us exactly when and exactly where “the 

Word became flesh” to dwell among us.  In the reign of Caesar 

Augustus (Luke 2:1) while Quirinius is governor of Syria (Luke 2:2), in 

the days of King Herod (Matthew 2:1) in Bethlehem of Judea (Luke 

2:4) Jesus was born as son of Mary and Joseph.   

As we prepare in a few weeks to observe Holy Week, we are 

reminded that these events also took place in time.  Numerous 

descriptions make clear the events took place in historical Jerusalem.  

The church across centuries has also confessed that the Lord was tried 

and crucified under Pontius Pilate, a Roman governor whose historicity 

can be verified. 

 We have no fairy tale faith.  Unlike nearly every major world 

religion, what we have is a historical religion.  A savior who lived, died, 

and rose in human history to save humanity.   

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 

 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

  

Celebrations 
Birthdays this Week at Alive! 

March 15: Betty Halvorson 

March 15: Kylie Stevenson 
 

Baptismal Anniversaries this Week at Alive! 

March 20: Anne Steinbronn 
 

Wedding Anniversaries this week at Alive! 

March 14: Mark and Kelli LaVoie 
 

 

 
 

 

Those attending services online who would like to make an offering 

to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail 

(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH 

automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact 

pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app). 

Easter is just around the corner!  Last year we weren’t able to attend 

in person.  This year we’ll still be affected by the pandemic, but we are 

planning two Easter morning services, at 8 am and 10 am.  We need 

you to indicate in advance that you’ll be here and which service you’d 

like to attend, so we can make sure we are within our attendance limits 

and distancing requirements.   Please sign up as soon as possible to let 

us know you’ll be with us to rejoice Easter morning!  You can access 

the sign-ups from our web site, aliveinmonticello.org.   

+ + + 

Let’s be a blessing to others in our community in need.  Red Letter 

Challenge day 29 challenges us to give to a local food shelf, and we’re 

encouraging the whole congregation to get in on blessing others.  

Between now and March 28, you can give monetary donations to 

the church (please mark that it is for the Help Center) via mail or in-

person, and we’ll get them to the Monticello Help Center.  They can 

stretch these dollars a lot farther than we can, so this is a chance to use 

what God has given you to be a blessing to others who need help.   

+ + + 

You can join us for our Red Letter Challenge discussion group each 

Sunday after church, either in-person or over Google Meet.  We hope to 

continue to meet in that time frame after the Red Letter Challenge has 

concluded to resume Sunday morning Bible Study.   



 
 

 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 3/14 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

10:15 a.m. RLC Kids (on Facebook Live) 

10:15 a.m. RLC Sunday Morning Small Group (In-person or Google Meet) 

1:00 p.m. Holy Communion (by appointment) 

  

Wednesday 3/17 

6:00 p.m. Lent Midweek Service 

 Confirmation Class follows the Midweek Lent Service 
 

Sunday 3/21 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

10:15 a.m. RLC Kids (on Facebook Live) 

10:15 a.m. RLC Sunday Morning Small Group (In-person or Google Meet) 

1:00 p.m. Holy Communion (by appointment) 

 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, March 7 In-person    22 

Sunday, March 7 Online    ~24 

Lent Midweek (3/10) In-person   9 

Lent Midweek (3/10) Online   ~13 

3/7 Morning Communion     14 

3/7 Afternoon Communion    3 
  

Offerings 

Sunday, March 7 Offering     $2445.00  

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $570.00 

 

 Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday afternoon 

for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You can sign your 

family up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail Pastor to set up a 

time. Each appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If you’d like to arrange 

an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be happy to come visit you.   
 

2021 Offering Envelopes have been placed in your church mailbox.  

Please grab them if you are present for in-person worship, when you come 

for afternoon Communion, or any time that would be convenient for you.   
 

Please keep the Lieske family, Rock of Ages Lutheran Church of 

Minocqua, Wisconsin, and Alive! in your prayers as Pastor deliberates on 

the call to serve the congregation in Minocqua.   

 


