
Alive!  
The First Sunday After Christmas 

December 27, 2020 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

379 O Come, All Ye Faithful sts. 1, ref, 2–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 
 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 

 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 

 
P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
374 Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

 



 
 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us 

and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more wondrously 

restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in 

Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:10—62:3 

10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

 my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful 
headdress, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 



 
 

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

 to sprout up before all the nations. 

1For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

 and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 

until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 

 and her salvation as a burning torch. 
2The nations shall see your righteousness, 

 and all the kings your glory, 

and you shall be called by a new name 

 that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

 and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 
 

 
Epistle Galatians 4:4–7 
 4When the fullness of time had come, God sent forth his Son, 

born of woman, born under the law, 5to redeem those who were under the 

law, so that we might receive adoption as sons. 6And because you are 

sons, God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba! 

Father!” 7So you are no longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an 

heir through God. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
376 Once in Royal David's City 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 



 
 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 2:22–40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
 22When the time came for their purification according to the Law 

of Moses, [Mary and Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to present 

him to the Lord 23(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male 

who first opens the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 24and to offer 

a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 

turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” 25Now there was a man in Jerusalem, 

whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous and devout, 

waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. 
26And it had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not 

see death before he had seen the Lord’s Christ. 27And he came in the 

Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in the child Jesus, to 

do for him according to the custom of the Law, 28he took him up in his 

arms and blessed God and said, 

29“Lord, now you are letting your servant depart in peace, 

 according to your word; 
30for my eyes have seen your salvation 

 31that you have prepared in the presence of all peoples, 
32a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

 and for glory to your people Israel.” 

 33And his father and his mother marveled at what was said about 

him. 34And Simeon blessed them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, 

this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a 

sign that is opposed 35(and a sword will pierce through your own soul 

also), so that thoughts from many hearts may be revealed.” 

 36And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of 

the tribe of Asher. She was advanced in years, having lived with her 

husband seven years from when she was a virgin, 37and then as a widow 

until she was eighty-four. She did not depart from the temple, worshiping 

with fasting and prayer night and day. 38And coming up at that very hour 

she began to give thanks to God and to speak of him to all who were 

waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem. 

 39And when they had performed everything according to the Law 

of the Lord, they returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 
40And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the 

favor of God was upon him. 



 
 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Sit 

 
359 Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Stand 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  



 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
384 Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 



 
 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
387 Joy to the World 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Alive! Announcements 
December 27, 2020 

Dear friends in Christ,  

Many people are going to be making new year’s resolutions in 

the days to come.  Perhaps you are one of them.  These resolutions 

typically aim to make a change for the coming year, a plan to spend 365 

days in self-improvement.  Experience tells us that the vast majority of 

these resolutions fall by the wayside within weeks of their beginning.  

Truth be told, a year is a long time to commit to something. 

But the idea of aiming to “be better” is not folly.  Aiming to 

improve oneself is a worthy pursuit.  Especially when it comes to 

important things.  If your physical fitness is the target of your new 

year’s resolution, keep at it!  But I am going to encourage you to also 

aim at improving your spiritual health. 

I’m not asking for a commitment of 365 days – just 40.  I’m 

asking you, alongside our whole congregation, to be part of the Red 

Letter Challenge.  We will spend 40 days listening to the words of 

Jesus, being challenged to put them into action in our own lives.  We 

will be training ourselves to be better followers of Jesus, and more 

spiritually “healthy” people.   

Do you ever notice how these new year’s resolutions have a bit 

more success when you take them on with others?  That’s why our 

whole congregation is encouraged to take the challenge together.  Not 

just because it will be spiritually beneficial for us – though it will – but 

because we can spur each other on to stick with it.  We have the chance 

to build one another up, and to be built up, together. 

Everything is on its way.  In the next week you’ll receive 

information on how you can get a workbook and how to take on the 

challenge.   Join me, and let’s follow Jesus.     

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 

   

 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 12/27 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: Read the Christmas Story (Matthew 1) 

  

Sunday 1/3 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: Read the Epiphany Story (Matthew 2) 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, December 20 In-person   23 

Sunday, December 20 Online   ~25 

12/20 Morning Communion    17 

12/20 Afternoon Communion   6 

Christmas Eve 3 PM In-person   35 

Christmas Eve 6 PM In-person   18 

Christmas Day In-person    8 

Christmas Eve 3 PM Online    ~19 

Christmas Eve 6 PM Online    ~11 

Christmas Day Online    ~29 
 

Offerings 

Sunday, December 20 Offering    $2760.00  

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $675.00 

Designated Offering – Building (ACH)  $85.00 

  

 Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday 

afternoon for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You 

can sign your family up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail 

Pastor to set up a time. Each appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If 

you’d like to arrange an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be 

happy to come visit you.   
 

 
Those attending services online who would like to make an offering 

to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail 

(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH 

automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact 

pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app). 


