
Alive!  
The Second Sunday After Christmas 

January 3, 2021 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

386 Now Sing We, Now Rejoice 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 



 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 147:1, 5, 11–12; antiphon: John 1:14 
P The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 

his glory, 

C glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 

truth. 

P Praise the LORD! For it is good to sing praises to our God; 

C for it is pleasant, and a song of praise is fitting. 

P Great is our Lord, and abundant in power; 

C his understanding is beyond measure. 

P But the LORD takes pleasure in those who fear him, 

C in those who hope in his steadfast love. 

P Praise the LORD, O Jerusalem! 



 
 

C Praise your God, O Zion! 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

P The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 

his glory, 

C glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and 

truth. 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light 

of Your incarnate Word. Grant that this Light may shine forth 

in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading 1 Kings 3:4–15 
 4 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great 

high place. Solomon used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 
5At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a dream by night, and God 

said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6And Solomon said, “You have shown 

great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he walked 

before you in faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 

toward you. And you have kept for him this great and steadfast love and 

have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7And now, O LORD my 

God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although 



 
 

I am but a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8And your 

servant is in the midst of your people whom you have chosen, a great 

people, too many to be numbered or counted for multitude. 9Give your 

servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I may 

discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great 

people?” 

 10It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11And God said 

to him, “Because you have asked this, and have not asked for yourself long 

life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for yourself 

understanding to discern what is right, 12behold, I now do according to your 

word. Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you 

has been before you and none like you shall arise after you. 13I give you also 

what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so that no other king shall 

compare with you, all your days. 14And if you will walk in my ways, 

keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, 

then I will lengthen your days.” 

 15And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came 

to Jerusalem and stood before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and 

offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, and made a feast for all his 

servants. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 119:97–104; antiphon: v. 99 

97Oh how I love your law! 

 It is my meditation all the day. 
98Your commandment makes me wiser than my enemies, 

 for it is ever with me. 
99I have more understanding than all my teachers, 

 for your testimonies are my meditation. 
100I understand more than the agèd, 

 for I keep your precepts. 
101I hold back my feet from every evil way, 

 in order to keep your word. 
102I do not turn aside from your just decrees, 

 for you have taught me. 
103How sweet are your words to my taste, 

 sweeter than honey to my mouth! 
104Through your precepts I get understanding; 

 therefore I hate every false way. 

 



 
 

Epistle Ephesians 1:3–14 
 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has 

blessed us in Christ with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
4even as he chose us in him before the foundation of the world, that we 

should be holy and blameless before him. In love 5he predestined us for 

adoption as sons through Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 
6to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he has blessed us in the 

Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of 

our trespasses, according to the riches of his grace, 8which he lavished upon 

us, in all wisdom and insight 9making known to us the mystery of his will, 

according to his purpose, which he set forth in Christ 10as a plan for the 

fullness of time, to unite all things in him, things in heaven and things on 

earth. 

 11In him we have obtained an inheritance, having been predestined 

according to the purpose of him who works all things according to the 

counsel of his will, 12so that we who were the first to hope in Christ might be 

to the praise of his glory. 13In him you also, when you heard the word of 

truth, the gospel of your salvation, and believed in him, were sealed with the 

promised Holy Spirit, 14who is the guarantee of our inheritance until we 

acquire possession of it, to the praise of his glory. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 2:40–52 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 40The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. 
And the favor of God was upon him. 

 41Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the 

Passover. 42And when he was twelve years old, they went up according to 



 
 

custom. 43And when the feast was ended, as they were returning, the boy 

Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44but 

supposing him to be in the group they went a day’s journey, but then they 

began to search for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45and when 

they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46After 

three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening 

to them and asking them questions. 47And all who heard him were amazed at 

his understanding and his answers. 48And when his parents saw him, they 

were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us 

so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 
49And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know 

that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50And they did not understand the 

saying that he spoke to them. 51And he went down with them and came to 

Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these 

things in her heart. 

 52And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with 

God and man. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 

850 God of Grace and God of Glory 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon – “Wisdom Where It is Found” 
 

Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 



 
 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

389 Let All Together Praise Our God 

 

 

 
 

5 He is a servant, I a lord: 

    How great a mystery! 

How strong the tender Christ Child’s love! 



 
 

    No truer friend than He, 

    No truer friend than He. 
 

6 He is the key and He the door 

    To blessèd paradise; 

The angel bars the way no more. 

    To God our praises rise, 

    To God our praises rise. 
 

D 7 Your grace in lowliness revealed, 

    Lord Jesus, we adore 

And praise to God the Father yield 

    And Spirit evermore; 

    We praise You evermore. 
Text (st. 2) and tune: Public domain 

Text (sts. 1, 3–7): © 1969 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 
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Celebrations 
Baptismal Anniversaries this Week at Alive! 

January 1: Norm Olson 

January 4: Trisha Busse 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

  



 
 

  

Alive! Announcements 
January 3, 2021 

Dear friends in Christ,  

Happy new year!  The Lord knows that 2020 brought with it an 

abundance of challenges for all of us.  But let us not lose sight of the 

fact that it also brought with it blessings from above.  God has provided 

us with daily bread.  Many of our brothers and sisters in our 

congregation, in our communities, and in our families have become ill 

with Covid but have come through and recovered.  His Word continues 

to be true and effective and proclaimed among us and believed by us.  

His grace remains abundant, and His love steadfast.  Praise the Lord! 

Like Abraham before us, we are blessed to be a blessing.  We 

read this in God’s great covenant with Abraham in Genesis 12.  The 

Lord explains that He will bless Abraham, but right in the middle of this 

promise is His reasoning: “so that you will be a blessing” (Genesis 

12:2).  God blesses, among other reasons (like our need for His care), so 

that we can bless.  He shines His light on us so that we can reflect His 

light onto others.   

2021 is now here!  It is going to bring with it an abundance of 

challenges – some the same as 2020, some new.  Let’s hope none as 

drastic as those from 2020.  But I have good news for you.  2021 will 

also be filled with blessings from the Heavenly Father.  He will provide 

you with daily bread.  His word will be true and effective and 

proclaimed and believed.  Lord willing, God will give you health as 

well.  So here’s a new-year challenge for you: see the blessings even in 

the midst of the challenges.  Rejoice in God’s loving kindness.  Be a 

blessing.  Follow Jesus and reflect His grace and mercy in your own life 

as you love and care for others.  Make this a year when others can see 

Christ in you! 

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 

   

 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 1/3 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: Read the Epiphany Story (Matthew 2) 

  

Sunday 1/10 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: TBD 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, December 27 In-person   19 

Sunday, December 27 Online   ~22 

12/27 Morning Communion    10 

12/27 Afternoon Communion   0 
 

Offerings 

Christmas Offerings    $894.00 

Sunday, December 27 Offering    $1190.00  

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $475.00 

 Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday 

afternoon for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You 

can sign your family up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail 

Pastor to set up a time. Each appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If 

you’d like to arrange an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be 

happy to come visit you.   
 

Our Red Letter Challenge launch Sunday is being delayed because the 

books have been held up in shipping and have not yet arrived.  

Hopefully they will arrive this week and we will launch the Red Letter 

Challenge soon.   

Those attending services online who would like to make an offering 

to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail 

(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH 

automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact 

pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app). 


