
Alive!  
The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost 

July 4, 2021 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

583 God Has Spoken by His Prophets 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1953, renewed 1981 The Hymn Society, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110350062 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 



 
 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 132:13–16; antiphon: Psalm 34:8 

Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 

 Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 

For the LORD has chosen Zion; 

 he has desired it for his dwelling place: 

“This is my resting place forever; 

 here I will dwell, for I have desired it. 

I will abundantly bless her provisions; 

 I will satisfy her poor with bread. 

Her priests I will clothe with salvation, 

 and her saints will shout for joy.” 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 



 
 

Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 

 Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

This Is the Feast LSB 155 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, Your almighty power is made known chiefly in 

showing mercy. Grant us the fullness of Your grace that we 

may be called to repentance and made partakers of Your 

heavenly treasures; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 2:1–5 
 1 He said to me, “Son of man, stand on your feet, and I will speak 

with you.” 2And as he spoke to me, the Spirit entered into me and set me on 

my feet, and I heard him speaking to me. 3And he said to me, “Son of man, I 

send you to the people of Israel, to nations of rebels, who have rebelled 

against me. They and their fathers have transgressed against me to this very 

day. 4The descendants also are impudent and stubborn: I send you to them, 

and you shall say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD.’ 5And whether they 

hear or refuse to hear (for they are a rebellious house) they will know that a 

prophet has been among them.” 



 
 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 123; antiphon: v. 1 

1To you I lift up my eyes, 

 O you who are enthroned in the heavens! 
2Behold, as the eyes of servants 

 look to the hand of their master, 

as the eyes of a maidservant 

 to the hand of her mistress, 

so our eyes look to the LORD our God, 

 till he has mercy upon us. 
3Have mercy upon us, O LORD, have mercy upon us, 

 for we have had more than enough of contempt. 
4Our soul has had more than enough 

 of the scorn of those who are at ease, 

 of the contempt of the proud. 

 

Epistle 2 Corinthians 12:1–10 
 1I must go on boasting. Though there is nothing to be gained by it, I 

will go on to visions and revelations of the Lord. 2I know a man in Christ 

who fourteen years ago was caught up to the third heaven—whether in the 

body or out of the body I do not know, God knows. 3And I know that this 

man was caught up into paradise—whether in the body or out of the body I 

do not know, God knows— 4and he heard things that cannot be told, which 

man may not utter. 5On behalf of this man I will boast, but on my own 

behalf I will not boast, except of my weaknesses. 6Though if I should wish 

to boast, I would not be a fool, for I would be speaking the truth. But I 

refrain from it, so that no one may think more of me than he sees in me or 

hears from me. 7So to keep me from being too elated by the surpassing 

greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger 

of Satan to harass me, to keep me from being too elated. 8Three times I 

pleaded with the Lord about this, that it should leave me. 9But he said to me, 

“My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my weaknesses, so that the 

power of Christ may rest upon me. 10For the sake of Christ, then, I am 

content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. 

For when I am weak, then I am strong. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 

 

 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 6:1–13 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1[Jesus] went away from there and came to his hometown, and his 

disciples followed him. 2And on the Sabbath he began to teach in the 

synagogue, and many who heard him were astonished, saying, “Where did 

this man get these things? What is the wisdom given to him? How are such 

mighty works done by his hands? 3Is not this the carpenter, the son of Mary 

and brother of James and Joses and Judas and Simon? And are not his sisters 

here with us?” And they took offense at him. 4And Jesus said to them, “A 

prophet is not without honor, except in his hometown and among his 

relatives and in his own household.” 5And he could do no mighty work 

there, except that he laid his hands on a few sick people and healed them. 
6And he marveled because of their unbelief. 

 And he went about among the villages teaching. 

 7And he called the twelve and began to send them out two by two, 

and gave them authority over the unclean spirits. 8He charged them to take 

nothing for their journey except a staff—no bread, no bag, no money in their 

belts— 9but to wear sandals and not put on two tunics. 10And he said to 

them, “Whenever you enter a house, stay there until you depart from there. 
11And if any place will not receive you and they will not listen to you, when 

you leave, shake off the dust that is on your feet as a testimony against 

them.” 12So they went out and proclaimed that people should repent. 13And 

they cast out many demons and anointed with oil many who were sick and 

healed them. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Sit 
 



 
 

839 O Christ, Our True and Only Light 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon – A Lost Cause, or a Cause for the Lost? 
 

Stand 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 



 
 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
  

Preface LSB 160 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them to the Lord. 
  

P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

C It is right to give Him thanks and praise. 
 

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 

and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company 

of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore 

praising You and saying: 
 

Sanctus LSB 161 

 

 

 

 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving LSB 161 
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had 

mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-

begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. 

With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished for 



 
 

us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on 

the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg 

You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your 

Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink 

His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. Gather us 

together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with 

all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, 

which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and 

preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, 

took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and 

gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, 

which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.” 
  

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when 

He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of it, 

all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which 

is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as often as 

you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 
 



 
 

Pax Domini LSB 163 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 
 

Agnus Dei LSB 163 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

Distribution 
 

In the Lord’s Supper, Jesus gives us His true body and blood to eat and to 

drink, to deliver to us forgiveness, life, and salvation.  To be worthy and 
well-prepared to receive this gift, have faith in Christ’s words; repent of all 

sin; set your heart and mind on forgiving and loving your neighbor as Christ 
forgives and loves you.   
 

Because those who eat and drink the Lord’s body and blood while unworthy 

or unprepared do so to their great harm (1 Corinthians 11:27-29) and 

because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at 
this altar, any who are not yet instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession 

differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church – 

Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, must first speak 
with the pastor. 
 

Today we will use a continuous communion line.  You will come forward 

through the center aisle to receive the body and blood of Jesus at the front of 

the sanctuary and then return to your seat using the outer aisle.  The pastor 
will speak a dismissal over the congregation at the conclusion of receiving 

the sacrament.   



 
 

 

Sung During the Distribution… 
770 What a Friend We Have in Jesus 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

Thank the Lord LSB 164 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

Post-Communion Collect 
A Let us pray. 

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed 

us through this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your 

mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith 

toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

966 Before You, Lord, We Bow 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Alive! Announcements 
July 4, 2021 

Dear friends in Christ, 

 Happy Independence Day!   That being said, it is worth noting that 

July 4th is not a church festival.  It is a distinctly American day.  Our 

neighbors to the north celebrated Canadian Independence Day on July 1.  

In Mexico they celebrate Independence Day on September 16.  In India, it 

is August 15.  I’m sure numerous other countries have their own local 

celebrations. 

 Though not its chief reason for being, Independence Day is a 

celebration that distinguishes us from others across the world.  There are 

times and places and contexts where that is appropriate.  However, within 

the church, we aren’t gathered to celebrate what makes us distinct.  We’re 

gathered to rejoice in what makes us united – across the globe, across the 

centuries: that “God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 

counting people’s sins against them” (2 Corinthians 5:19).   The truth is, 

whether from the good old USA or anywhere else on the planet, “All have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (Romans 3:23).  Jesus says, 

“Everyone who practices sin is a slave to sin” (John 8:34).   

 In the church, we can give thanks to God for secular freedom and 

national celebrations – we believe that God has established the 

governments that govern us (Romans 13).  But the freedom that Christians 

treasure is freedom from this slavery to sin.  And within the church and 

within the word of God and within the work of Christ, we find it – not just 

in the USA, but Christians in every time and place.  “For freedom Christ 
has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke of 

slavery” (Galatians 5:1).   

 There are Christians for whom July 4th is not their holiday.  That is 

fine.  For us here in the United States, it is.  We’re thankful for it.  But we  

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

ought to aim to avoid conflating the two.  The United States is the United 

States.  The Christian Church is the Christian Church.  Those who belong to 

the family of Jesus includes Christians in other nations, even those that 

might not be American allies.  For freedom Christ has set the Christians of 

those nations free as well.  We can celebrate our distinctiveness as “the land 

of the free and the home of the brave” today; but let’s also aim to recognize 

our unity as “those freed in Christ” every day. 

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 
+ + + 

Plans are taking shape for VBS this summer.  Put August 9-13 on your 

calendars for Rainforest Explorers Vacation Bible School here at Alive!  If 

you’re interested in helping out, please contact Heather Ludwig. More 

information in the weeks ahead. 

 

Interested in taking on a book/Bible study this summer?  We’re looking 

at studying “Connected to Christ: Overcoming Isolation through 

Community” together.  This short book (it is only four chapters) helps us, 

through biblical examples and stories from real life, to hear Jesus’ invitation 

to find community in Him as part of His body, His church.  The plan is to 

meet in the fellowship hall on Monday morning at 10 AM, beginning 

tomorrow, July 5.  There’s still time to join us!  Come tomorrow and/or 

contact Pastor Lieske.   

 

You are welcomed to a celebration of life for Carol Langemo, the wife of 

Pastor Martin Langemo who received her heavenly reward on March 22, 

2020.  The celebration of life will be held on Sunday, August 29 at Lord of 

Glory Lutheran Church during and after their Sunday morning worship 

service beginning at 9 AM.  The Langemo family has asked for folks to 

RSVP by August 8 if they plan to attend.  There is a Facebook event you can 

use to let them know you are coming, but if you don’t use Facebook and still 

intend to attend, Pastor Lieske can help you reach the Langemo family. 
 

 

  

Celebrations 
Birthdays This Week at Alive! 

July 5: Carrie Walters 

 

Baptismal Anniversaries This week at Alive! 
July 8: Monika Wilkinson 

July10: Erin Grover 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 



 
 

 

 
This Week at Alive! 

Today 7/4 

Independence Day 

9:00 a.m. Worship w/ Holy Communion 

10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study  

1:00 p.m. Sunday Afternoon Communions 
 

Monday 7/5 

10:00 a.m. Book/Bible Study 

6:00 p.m. Elders Meeting 
 

Sunday 7/11 

9:00 a.m. Worship  

10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study  
 

Monday 7/12 

10:00 a.m. Book/Bible Study 

6:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 

  

 

 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, June 27 In -Person    27 

Sunday, June 27 Online    ~15 

 
  

Offerings 

Sunday, June 27 Offering     $1775.00  

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $315.00 

 

Sunday afternoon Communion is available on the first Sunday each 

month.  However, Pastor Lieske is always willing to arrange another time 

to make available for you Christ’s body and blood if you are unable to 

attend worship in person.  Sign your family up for the first Sunday of the 

month by using the list on the website or you can call/text/e-mail Pastor to 

set up a time. If you’d like an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be 

happy to come visit you.   

 

To all those who’ve joined us today, both members and visitors: 

We’re glad you’re here! 
 

   

 
Those attending services online who would like to make an offering 

to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail 

(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH 

automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact 

pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app). 


