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Dear friends in Christ, 
Rarely would we consider Lent a time of joy.  It starts with ashes on 
our foreheads.  It culminates with the remembrance of the crucifixion 
of the savior.  All throughout, we deny ourselves, even if it is just 
denying ourselves the singing of “Alleluia.”  We spend extra time in 
worship, gathering on Wednesdays as well as Sunday.  In the midst of 
it all, our hearts and minds are drawn to the topic of repentance.  
Rarely does confronting sin in our lives bring about joy. 
 Yet, properly considered, Lent is a time of joy!  Subdued joy, 
but joy nonetheless.  For as Christians, we never consider our sin in a 
vacuum.  In other words, we can never ponder our sin or our savior’s 
suffering without also recognizing the effect that the suffering of the 
savior has upon our sin.  Christ’s life, death, and resurrection have 
overcome sin and death forever.  As Jesus joins us to Himself in 
baptismal water, His victory becomes our victory.  And so our 
repentance is never far removed from the joy of sin forgiven and 
death destroyed. 
 The season of Lent is set aside for us to give special attention 
to this joyous exchange.  We spend our time in God’s Word and in 
worship, fixing our eyes on Jesus, our Savior and Redeemer.  So how 
will your eyes be on Jesus this Lent? 
 I have a few suggestions.  The first one is this: take advantage 
of the opportunities to worship.  Jesus tells us that it is in worship that 
He is present for us.  Each Sunday, as we always do, we’ll gather 
together to hear God’s Word and receive His gifts.  But during Lent, 
we also are able to gather on Wednesday evening for special services.  
This Lent, our Wednesday theme is Eyes on Jesus, looking at how the 
people around Jesus in the passion narrative viewed Him – and how 
we view Him.   
 My next suggestion is this: give further attention to God’s 
Word.  There are two great ways to do this.  The first is with personal 
daily devotions.  I know that may sound like a daunting task, but 
there’s a really great and simple resource that is available for you.  
The Eyes on Jesus Lenten Calendar helps you count down the days in 
Lent with a short Bible reading and a simple question to consider for 
each day in the season of Lent.  These calendars are available at 
church – take one for your family and use it in the car, at the dinner 
table, at bedtime, or whenever it is convenient for you.  The other 
great way to give further attention to God’s Word is to attend Bible 
Study.  If you haven’t done so regularly, give it a try.  Our Sunday 
morning Bible study will be using a special Bible Study that coincides 
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morning Bible study will be using a special Bible Study that coincides 
with the Wednesday service themes, so it will provide a great way 
to dig further into what we’ll be considering at the midweek 
services.  You can always join us for our Two on Tuesday Bible study 
as well, if that fits with your schedule.  And if it doesn’t, but you’d 
like further Bible study opportunities, talk to me.  Maybe we can get 
something started! 
 In worship and in the Word, as our eyes are fixed on Jesus, 
look for joy!  The joy of sin forgiven and death destroyed.  The joy of 
peace with God made yours through Christ.  The joy that comes 
from our fellowship together as people made new in Christ.  
 Midweek Lent services will be held each Wednesday evening 
at 6 pm, with supper served beforehand at 5:15.  Consider signing 
up to help with one or more of the midweek meals! 
 God’s joy and peace be with you throughout this Lenten 
season. 

Peace in Christ,    Pastor Lieske 

___________________________ 

Adult Bible Study Notes …  
God gives the growth – and He does so through His Word.  There are several 
great opportunities for you to dive into God’s Word this winter! 
 
Sunday Mornings - Our Sunday morning Bible Study meets after church each 
week from 10:30-11:15.  We will start the “Eyes on Jesus” Bible Study March 
1st.    Everyone is welcome! 
 
Two on Tuesdays - Join us for “Two on Tuesdays” on the first and third 
Tuesday each month.  Currently we are working our way through the book of 
Romans, as well as discussing whatever questions come to mind as we study.  
 
Sunday School Notes … 
We offer Sunday School for children ages 3 years and up each Sunday from 
10:30-11:15.  Visitors are always welcome!  (Ask a member to help you to 
find the appropriate teacher for you and your child to meet.) 
 
 
 

 



   

The season of Lent begins with our Ash 
Wednesday Service on Wednesday, 
February 26 at 6 pm.  We will continue 
with midweek worship services on March 
4, 11, 18, 25 and April 1.   

We will be doing “Soup and Sandwich Suppers” 
again this year.  This is a great time of both 
nourishment for our bodies and our souls, PLUS a 
great chance to visit with your church friends (OR 
EVEN MAKE SOME NEW ONES!).  Suppers at 5:15 pm 

START LOOKING THROUGH YOUR COOKBOOKS AND 
WATCH FOR SIGN-UP SHEETS TO CONTRIBUTE TO 
THESE MEALS.  

 

 

We pray for strength and healing for all those who are ill, injured, 
undergoing medical tests or procedures, receiving treatments, recovering 
from surgeries, dealing with ongoing pain, lonely, anxious, or grieving… 

We pray for all expectant mothers and for those experiencing the grief of 
infertility or miscarriage 

We pray for our homebound members, Jane Seig and Bill Wacker. 

We pray that God’s Word would fall down like rain upon our world, and 
that where it falls, it may bring life. 

We pray for those who hear the Word, that God’s Spirit might bring them 
to faith. 

We pray for pastors and missionaries in our community and across the 
world, that they may faithfully share God’s life giving Word and that the 
Lord would sustain them in their vocation and bless their work. 
 
We pray for Paul Galle (father of Terry Galle), who is receiving hospice 
care. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thursday, April 9 at 6:00 pm 

 

 

Join us as we celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, on                                  
Sunday, April 12 at 9:00 

a.m. 

 

Sunday, 

April 5   
at     

9:00 am 

Jesus Christ is risen today!  Alleluia!! 

JESUS is the REASON for the season!! 



 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in helping with 
Vacation Bible School this summer, please 
speak with Bria Andersen or Pastor 
Lieske. 



 

 
Monthly Information 

Adult Bible Study starts at 10:30 a.m. in the 
sanctuary.  Grab your coffee and treat and join us! 

Ushers 

3/1 – Cregg Knutson, Greg Busse                    
3/8 – Mark LaVoie, Arlo Brower                   
3/15 – Tom Gerold, Tom Rowen                    
3/22 – Terry Galle, Chet Drewelow              
3/29 – Scott Ludwig, Rod Yonak 

Acolyte Schedule 

3/1 – Seth Ludwig                                                
3/8 – Mason Drewelow                                     
3/15 – April Galle                                               
3/22 – Gabe McDermott                                     
3/29 – Chase Drewelow 

Altar Guild 

Wendy and Jason Mapes 

Have you ever been told “YOU TALK TOO 
MUCH”?  

Here’s your chance to put that talent to 
good use!!! 

If you are interested in being a greeter on 
Sunday morning, talk to Pastor Lieske.   

Birthdays       

3/1 – Anna Steinbronn                                                                     
3/9 – Adam Stevenson                                                                       
3/15 – Betty Halvorson                                                                     
3/15 – Kylie Stevenson                                                                       
3/22 – Thomas Gerold                                                                        
3/26 – Gabriel Walters                                                                       
3/31 – Leilla Wacker                                                                          
3/31 – Monika Wilkinson   

Sunday Refreshments for Fellowship 

3/1 – Janice Marquette, Leon & Joanie Schmidt                           
3/8 – Jason & Wendy Mapes, Chris & Michele Lieske               
3/15 – Janet Brower, Mary Johnson                                              
3/22 – Sandra Walters, Craig & Carrie Walters                              
3/29 – Scott & Heather Ludwig, Rod & Carla Yonak 

Anniversary and Birthday Lists … 

If I missed your birthday or anniversary, please send me a 
quick email with your name, date of birth and anniversary date 
and I’ll make sure it gets on the calendar next year. 

Thanks! 

Sue Radtke 

Sradtke53@gmail.com 

 

Anniversaries 

3/14 – Mark & Kellie LaVoie                                                            
3/29 – Kevin & Connie Wischnack                                                     
3/30 – Leon & Joanie Schmidt 

 

 



 



 

Alive! Lutheran Church Survey 

 
This past Sunday, a survey was made available for our congregation to gather 
information about how our members would feel about an opportunity that we 
have to possibly partner with Hosanna Lutheran Church.  The survey can be 
accessed at the following link:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3T72QNX  
 
In October, our congregational leaders received a letter from Hosanna's 
leadership.  It detailed their intention to sell their current property.  They 
expressed a desire to partner with us in some way to build a church on the 
south side of Monticello.  There is no specific location that is set in stone, but 
the general area would be about a mile south of the Monticello Wal-Mart.  
 
There have been further conversations since then.  Our leaders can see ways 
in which the two congregations could be a great blessing to one another.  
 
The intent of the survey is to get a sense of how our members feel about this 
possibility.  There is nothing yet set in stone or committed to, as we need to get 
a sense of how this would affect our congregation first.   
 
You can access the survey at the following 
link:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3T72QNX  
  
 If you have any questions, please contact Josh McDermott or Pastor Lieske.     
 

More winter humor to brighten your day …. 
What do you call a snowman on rollerblades?  A Snowmobile! 

Why is getting a job in the winter in the artic so great?  When 
the days get short, you only have to work a 30 minute work 
week! 

How do Eskimos make their beds?  With sheets of ice and 
snow! 

What king of cakes do snowmen like best?  The kind with 
thick icing! 

What’s a snowman’s favorite breakfast?  Frosted Flakes! 
 


