
Alive!  
The Second Sunday of Easter  

April 11, 2021 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

463 Christ the Lord Is Risen Today; Alleluia 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 



 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 105:1–5, 8; antiphon: 1 Peter 2:2–3 

Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you 

may grow up to salvation— 

 if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 

Oh give thanks to the LORD; call upon his name; 

 make known his deeds among the peoples! 

Sing to him, sing praises to him; 

 tell of all his wondrous works! 

Glory in his holy name; 

 let the hearts of those who seek the LORD rejoice! 

Seek the LORD and his strength; 

 seek his presence continually! 



 
 

Remember the wondrous works that he has done, 

 his miracles, and the judgments he uttered. 

He remembers his covenant forever, 

 the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s 

resurrection may by Your grace confess in our life and 

conversation that Jesus is Lord and God; through the same 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

First Reading Acts 4:32–35 
 32The full number of those who believed were of one heart and soul, 

and no one said that any of the things that belonged to him was his own, but 

they had everything in common. 33And with great power the apostles were 

giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, and great grace 

was upon them all. 34There was not a needy person among them, for as many 



 
 

as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of 

what was sold 35and laid it at the apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to each 

as any had need. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 John 1:1—2:2 
 1That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which 

we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with 

our hands, concerning the word of life— 2the life was made manifest, and 

we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which 

was with the Father and was made manifest to us— 3that which we have 

seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so that you too may have fellowship 

with us; and indeed our fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus 

Christ. 4And we are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. 

 5This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, 

that God is light, and in him is no darkness at all. 6If we say we have 

fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice 

the truth. 7But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from 

all sin. 8If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 

in us. 9If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and 

to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say we have not sinned, we 

make him a liar, and his word is not in us. 

 1My little children, I am writing these things to you so that you may 

not sin. But if anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus 

Christ the righteous. 2He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours 

only but also for the sins of the whole world. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 20:19–31 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  



 
 

 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors 

being locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and 

stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had 

said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were 

glad when they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with 

you. As the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he 

had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy 

Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold 

forgiveness from anyone, it is withheld.” 

 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with 

them when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 

Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, 

and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his 

side, I will never believe.” 

 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was 

with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among 

them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 

finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my 

side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord 

and my God!” 29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have 

seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, 

which are not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may 

believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you 

may have life in his name. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 



 
 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

470 O Sons and Daughters of the King 

 

 

 
 

5 When Thomas first the tidings heard 

That they had seen the risen Lord, 

He doubted the disciples’ word. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

6 “My piercèd side, O Thomas, see, 

And look upon My hands, My feet; 

Not faithless but believing be.” 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

7 No longer Thomas then denied; 

He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 



 
 

“You are my Lord and God!” he cried. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

8 How blest are they who have not seen 

And yet whose faith has constant been, 

For they eternal life shall win. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

9 On this most holy day of days 

Be laud and jubilee and praise: 

To God your hearts and voices raise. 

    Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Sermon – “Make Not God a Liar” 
 

597 Water, Blood, and Spirit Crying 

 

 

 
Tune: © 2003 Jeffrey N. Blersch. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110350062 

 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
Our Father who art in heaven, 



 
 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

487 Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Celebrations 
Birthdays this Week at Alive! 

April 11: Chandra Brower 
April 11: Eric Mapes 

 

Baptism Anniversaries This Week at Alive! 
April 13: Lori Mapes 

April 14: Cregg Knutson 

 
 

 

 
 

Those attending services online who would like to make an offering 

to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail 

(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH 

automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact 

pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app). 

Join us this morning for Bible Study!  

We’ll be exploring today’s Gospel lesson, 

which features Easter evening, “Doubting 

Thomas”, and the reasons John writes His 

Gospel. 

 

We’ll begin at 10:15 in the church 

sanctuary OR if you are at home, join us 

over Google Meet at this address: 

https://meet.google.com/jjb-xsqo-nov 

https://meet.google.com/jjb-xsqo-nov


 
 

 

  

Alive! Announcements 
April 11, 2021 

Dear friends in Christ,  

In Luther’s Small Catechism, he explains the Eighth 

Commandment this way: “We should fear and love God so that we do 

not tell lies about our neighbor, betray him, slander him, or hurt his 

reputation, but defend him, speak well of him, and explain everything in 

the kindest way.”   

How tough that last part is!  Especially “explain everything in 

the kindest way.”  I was driving in traffic today.  The drivers of some 

other cars were not demonstrating great skill.  My thoughts were not 

drawn toward explaining that in the kindest way, but instead on 

condemning those drivers.  We do this in all sort of matters in our lives.  

Meanwhile, when we ourselves make an error, we minimize it.  Our 

mindset often is, “I mean well, other people are terrible.”   

The problem is exacerbated by our collective public life, where 

social media puts everything on display and there is almost a race to 

condemn any misstep from those who we find ourselves aligned against 

for whatever reason (and often, a perverse delight in doing so).   

Lord help us in all of this!  It is not good for our own souls to 

live this way, and it certainly doesn’t serve the gospel.  We “explain 

everything in the kindest way” because doing so extends to others the 

grace we ourselves have received from our Lord.  It also displays that 

grace for others to see, and perhaps opens the door for them to see Jesus 

in the grace that we extend in His name.    

Consider this a challenge to take on, and a skill to grow into: 

show grace toward others just as you have received grace, and “explain 

everything in the kindest way.” 

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 

 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 4/11 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study (In-person or Google Meet) 

1:00 p.m. Holy Communion (by appointment) 

 

Monday 4/12 

6:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting  

 

Wednesday 4/14 

6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class  

 

Sunday 4/18 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study (In-person or Google Meet) 

1:00 p.m. Holy Communion (by appointment) 

 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Easter Sunday, April 4, 8 AM In-person  30 

Easter Sunday, April 4, 10 AM In-person  37 

Easter Sunday, April 4, 8 AM Online   ~5 

Easter Sunday, April 4, 10 AM Online  ~19 
  

Offerings 

Maundy Thursday/Good Friday (April 1 and 2) $1660.00 

Sunday, April 4 Offering     $3273.00  

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $660.00 

 

Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday afternoon 

for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You can sign your 

family up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail Pastor to set up a 

time. Each appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If you’d like to arrange 

an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be happy to come visit you.   

  

Join us next week for Sunday Bible Study following worship and 

communion.  Bible Study will begin at 10:15 and you can be part of it in 

person or online using Google Meet (requires a Google account; if you 

need help getting set up, Pastor Lieske would be happy to help you). 

 

A reminder for everyone joining us from at home using Facebook Live: we 

don’t know you’re there unless you leave a comment or “like” the service.  

We want to know you’ve joined us though, so please consider leaving a 

comment or a “like” when you worship online.   


