
Alive!  
The Fifteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 13, 2020 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

609 Jesus Sinners Doth Receive sts. 1–2, 5–7 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 



 
 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit (spoken in unison) Psalm 143:1–2; antiphon: v. 9 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 

Hear my prayer, O LORD; give ear to my pleas for mercy! 

 In your faithfulness answer me, in your righteousness! 

Enter not into judgment with your servant, 

 for no one living is righteous before you. 



 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Deliver me from my enemies, O LORD! 

 I have fled to you for refuge! 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, our refuge and strength, the author of all godliness, 

hear the devout prayers of Your Church, especially in times of 

persecution, and grant that what we ask in faith we may obtain; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Genesis 50:15–21 
 15When Joseph’s brothers saw that their father was dead, they said, 

“It may be that Joseph will hate us and pay us back for all the evil that we 

did to him.” 16So they sent a message to Joseph, saying, “Your father gave 

this command before he died, 17‘Say to Joseph, Please forgive the 

transgression of your brothers and their sin, because they did evil to you.’ 

And now, please forgive the transgression of the servants of the God of your 

father.” Joseph wept when they spoke to him. 18His brothers also came and 

fell down before him and said, “Behold, we are your servants.” 19But Joseph 
said to them, “Do not fear, for am I in the place of God? 20As for you, you 

meant evil against me, but God meant it for good, to bring it about that many 

people should be kept alive, as they are today. 21So do not fear; I will 



 
 

provide for you and your little ones.” Thus he comforted them and spoke 

kindly to them. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 14:1–12 
 1As for the one who is weak in faith, welcome him, but not to 

quarrel over opinions. 2One person believes he may eat anything, while the 

weak person eats only vegetables. 3Let not the one who eats despise the one 

who abstains, and let not the one who abstains pass judgment on the one 

who eats, for God has welcomed him. 4Who are you to pass judgment on the 

servant of another? It is before his own master that he stands or falls. And he 

will be upheld, for the Lord is able to make him stand. 

 5One person esteems one day as better than another, while another 

esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully convinced in his own mind. 
6The one who observes the day, observes it in honor of the Lord. The one 

who eats, eats in honor of the Lord, since he gives thanks to God, while the 

one who abstains, abstains in honor of the Lord and gives thanks to God. 
7For none of us lives to himself, and none of us dies to himself. 8If we live, 

we live to the Lord, and if we die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we 

live or whether we die, we are the Lord’s. 9For to this end Christ died and 

lived again, that he might be Lord both of the dead and of the living. 

 10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you 

despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; 
11for it is written, 

“As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, 

 and every tongue shall confess to God.” 

12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Verse of the Day (spoken in unison) Matthew 6:14 

Alleluia. If you forgive others their trespasses, your heavenly Father 

will also forgive you. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:21–35 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth 

chapter. 



 
 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 21Peter came up and said to [Jesus], “Lord, how often will my 

brother sin against me, and I forgive him? As many as seven times?” 22Jesus 

said to him, “I do not say to you seven times, but seventy times seven. 

 23“Therefore the kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king 

who wished to settle accounts with his servants. 24When he began to settle, 

one was brought to him who owed him ten thousand talents. 25And since he 

could not pay, his master ordered him to be sold, with his wife and children 

and all that he had, and payment to be made. 26So the servant fell on his 

knees, imploring him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.’ 27And out of pity for him, the master of that servant released 

him and forgave him the debt. 28But when that same servant went out, he 

found one of his fellow servants who owed him a hundred denarii, and 

seizing him, he began to choke him, saying, ‘Pay what you owe.’ 29So his 

fellow servant fell down and pleaded with him, ‘Have patience with me, and 

I will pay you.’ 30He refused and went and put him in prison until he should 

pay the debt. 31When his fellow servants saw what had taken place, they 

were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their master all that 

had taken place. 32Then his master summoned him and said to him, ‘You 

wicked servant! I forgave you all that debt because you pleaded with me. 
33And should not you have had mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy 

on you?’ 34And in anger his master delivered him to the jailers, until he 

should pay all his debt. 35So also my heavenly Father will do to every one of 

you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 



 
 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

501 Come Down, O Love Divine 

 

 



 
 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
   
Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 



 
 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

763 When Peace, like a River 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 
 

 

  

Alive! Announcements 
September 13, 2020 

Dear friends in Christ,  

One of the hardest things to do is not to argue over small points, 

especially over things you are passionate about or things you know very 

well.  I remember one time when I was a new pastor, in a Bible study, a 

very faithful person in my congregation made some comment that 

was…well, let’s say it was not Lutheran.  Just out of Seminary and full 

of fervor, I sidetracked the whole Bible Study for a minute so I could 

correct this statement that was made.  “Lutherans don’t talk like that.  

Here’s why.”  Things like that.  This wonderful saint of the Lord was 

very gracious with me, but when I reflected after the fact, I realized that 

I very well could have driven a wedge between this beloved saint and 

the Savior.  Actually, I could have been the wedge.   

Speaking the truth is important.  Correcting errors is important.  

But there is a way to go about it.  Paul gets at this matter in today’s 

epistle lesson.  Sometimes it isn’t for me to condemn your way, or you 

to condemn mine.  There are even some matters in which I am right, 

and you are wrong, and it still isn’t for me to seek to argue you into 

submission.  This is especially true when it comes to interacting with 

newer or “weaker” (forgive the term) Christians.  There is always the 

risk that our fervor for what we see as best will drive them away from 

the Lord.  We are called to speak the truth, but to “speak the truth in 

love” (Ephesians 4:15), because we care about others.  Sometimes, 

when someone is on a “right path”, it can be better to give them time to 

find the “most right path.”  But it certainly is hard, especially about 

things that we are really passionate about.  The Lord be with you with 

patience and grace as we seek to build one another up.   

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 
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Celebrations 
Baptismal Anniversaries This Week @ Alive! 

September 14: Emily Brower 

September 16: Latha Steinbronn 

September 16: Sandra Walters 

September 19 Carol Severson 
 

Baptismal Anniversaries This Week @ Alive 

September 16: Tom and Lisa Rowen 
 

Birthdays This Week @ Alive! 

September 14: Lori Ruda 

September 15: JoAnn Lano 

September 18: Lisa Rowen 
 

 

  

The pandemic measures are keeping many of our families at home.  It 

remains an important task of the congregation and of each family to 

train the children of our church in the faith.  We’d like to help by 

making available resources for Sunday School at Home.  Contact 

Pastor Lieske to get the appropriate Sunday School materials for 

your child.  Our church web site contains a page that has 

supplementary resources for each of the Sunday School lessons.  The 

first weekly lesson focuses on Genesis 1:26-2:25, the story of Adam 

and Eve.   

+ + + 

 

If you know someone who has been joining our online services, 

encourage them to be added to our mailing list.  Then they can also 

receive the weekly bulletin in the email to aid them in following along 

with our worship services.   

 

+ + + 

 

6th-8th grade Confirmation class begins September 23 at 6 pm.  More 

information will be sent to families this week.   

 
 

 



 
 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 9/13   

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online) 

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: Adam and Eve (Genesis 1:26-2:25) 

  

Monday 9/14 

6:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 

 

Sunday 9/20 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online) 

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: God’s Covenant with Abram (Genesis 15:1-6; 

  17:1-21) 

 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, September 6 In-person   15 

Sunday, September 6 Online   ~25 

9/6 Morning Communion     8 

9/6 Afternoon Communion    0 
 

Offerings 

Sunday, August 30 and September 6 Combined Offering  $3365.00 

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $785.00 

 

Designated Offering – Building (ACH)   $55.00 

Designated Offering – Building    $100.00 

 

  

The Church Council is working to devise an arrangement for our 

required congregational meetings that would allow participation at a 

distance.  We will soon have to elect new officers to serve as leaders 

in the congregation.  The following positions will need to be filled: 

President, Recording Secretary, Trustees Chair, Education Chair.  

Prayerfully consider if God might be calling you to serve in one of 

these positions, and encourage people who you think would be good 

candidates for these positions.   

+ + + 

 Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday 

afternoon for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You 

can sign your family up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail 

Pastor to set up a time. Each appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If 

you’d like to arrange an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be 

happy to come visit you.   


