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Good Shepherd Sunday 

April 25, 2021 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

466 Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1977 Howard S. Olson. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in 

prayer and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord 

Jesus Christ in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider 

our unworthiness and confess before God and one another that 

we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot 

free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 

people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our 

heavenly Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and 

saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 



 
 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared 

us to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy 

Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and 

grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven 

our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Kyrie LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 



 
 

Almighty God, merciful Father, since You have wakened from 

death the Shepherd of Your sheep, grant us Your Holy Spirit 

that when we hear the voice of our Shepherd we may know 

Him who calls us each by name and follow where He leads; 

through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

First Reading Acts 4:1–12 
 1As they were speaking to the people, the priests and the captain of 

the temple and the Sadducees came upon them, 2greatly annoyed because 

they were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection from 

the dead. 3And they arrested them and put them in custody until the next 

day, for it was already evening. 4But many of those who had heard the word 

believed, and the number of the men came to about five thousand. 

 5On the next day their rulers and elders and scribes gathered 

together in Jerusalem, 6with Annas the high priest and Caiaphas and John 

and Alexander, and all who were of the high-priestly family. 7And when 

they had set them in the midst, they inquired, “By what power or by what 

name did you do this?” 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, 

“Rulers of the people and elders, 9if we are being examined today 

concerning a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has 

been healed, 10let it be known to all of you and to all the people of Israel that 

by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God 

raised from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well. 11This 

Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become 

the cornerstone. 12And there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other 

name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm (spoken in unison) Psalm 23; antiphon: v. 6 

1The LORD is my shepherd; 

 I shall not want. 
2He makes me lie down in green pastures. 

 He leads me beside still waters. 
3He restores my soul. 

 He leads me in paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. 



 
 

4Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, 

I will fear no evil, for you are with me; 

 your rod and your staff, they comfort me. 

5You prepare a table before me 

in the presence of my enemies; 

 you anoint my head with oil; 

 my cup overflows. 
6Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 

all the days of my life, 

 and I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever. 
 

Epistle 1 John 3:16–24 
 16By this we know love, that he laid down his life for us, and we 

ought to lay down our lives for the brothers. 17But if anyone has the world’s 

goods and sees his brother in need, yet closes his heart against him, how 

does God’s love abide in him? 18Little children, let us not love in word or 

talk but in deed and in truth. 

 19By this we shall know that we are of the truth and reassure our 

heart before him; 20for whenever our heart condemns us, God is greater than 

our heart, and he knows everything. 21Beloved, if our heart does not 

condemn us, we have confidence before God; 22and whatever we ask we 

receive from him, because we keep his commandments and do what pleases 

him. 23And this is his commandment, that we believe in the name of his Son 

Jesus Christ and love one another, just as he has commanded us. 24Whoever 

keeps his commandments abides in him, and he in them. And by this we 

know that he abides in us, by the Spirit whom he has given us. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 10:11–18 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 11[Jesus said:] “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays 

down his life for the sheep. 12He who is a hired hand and not a shepherd, 

who does not own the sheep, sees the wolf coming and leaves the sheep and 

flees, and the wolf snatches them and scatters them. 13He flees because he is 

a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 14I am the good shepherd. I 

know my own and my own know me, 15just as the Father knows me and I 

know the Father; and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16And I have other 

sheep that are not of this fold. I must bring them also, and they will listen to 

my voice. So there will be one flock, one shepherd. 17For this reason the 

Father loves me, because I lay down my life that I may take it up again. 18No 

one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I have authority to 

lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again. This charge I have 

received from my Father.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 



 
 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

709 The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

 

 



 
 

 
 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; 

    Thine unction grace bestoweth; 

And, oh, what transport of delight 

    From Thy pure chalice floweth! 
 

6 And so through all the length of days 

    Thy goodness faileth never; 

Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise 

    Within Thy house forever! 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon – ”Which Voice to Follow” 
 

549 All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name 

 

 

 
 

5 Sinners, whose love can ne’er forget 

    The wormwood and the gall, 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

Go, spread your trophies at His feet 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 
 



 
 

6 Let ev’ry kindred, ev’ry tribe, 

    On this terrestrial ball 

To Him all majesty ascribe 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

To Him all majesty ascribe 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 
 

7 Oh, that with yonder sacred throng 

    We at His feet may fall! 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 

We’ll join the everlasting song 

    And crown Him Lord of all. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 



 
 

710 The Lord’s My Shepherd, I’ll Not Want 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Those attending services online who would like to make an offering 

to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail 

(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH 

automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact 

pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app). 

Celebrations 
Baptism Anniversaries This Week at Alive! 

April 25: Eric Mapes 
 

Birthdays This Week at Alive! 

April 29: Mark LaVoie 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

  

Alive! Announcements 
April 25, 2021 

Dear friends in Christ,  

I think most of us would assert we haven’t broken the Fifth 

Commandment, in so far as we likely haven’t intentionally murdered 

someone.  That’s good, of course.  But when we look at Luther’s 

explanation, we can see that what God asks of us is a bit more than just 

a bare bones “don’t murder” directive. 

Luther’s explanation to the Fifth Commandment, as with all the 

commandments, begins this way: “We should fear and love God.”  This 

is the reason why we are attentive to what God instructs; this is why we 

seek to do His will in our lives.   

In the Fifth Commandment our God calls upon us to “not hurt 

or harm our neighbor in his body.”  This expands a bit beyond just 

taking the neighbors life into inflicting harm upon them.  This can 

happen in so many ways, some of which we may wind up oblivious to.  

So we are called upon to do no harm to our neighbor’s body – and we 

can expand this further to the neighbor’s life.   

Even still, it is not enough that we do nothing to hurt.  God calls 

upon us to “help and support” our neighbor “in every physical need.”  

Some physical needs can be seen: food, clothing, shelter, and things of 

that nature.  Others are less clear, like the need for friendship and 

emotional support.  I think perhaps the last year has made more of us 

acutely aware of how important some of those less tangible parts of our 

“physical needs” can be.   

In all of this, though, it is clear – God calls for us to take care of 

each other.  Let’s do that in Jesus’ name. 

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 

 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 4/25 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study (In-person or Google Meet) 

1:00 p.m. Holy Communion (by appointment) 

 

Wednesday 4/28 

6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class  

 

Sunday 5/2 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study (In-person or Google Meet) 

1:00 p.m. Holy Communion (by appointment) 

 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, April 18 In-person    21 

Sunday, April 18 Online    ~18 

4/18 Morning Communion    12 

4/18 Afternoon Communion   0 
  

Offerings 

Sunday, April 18 Offering     $1690.00  

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $970.00 

Designated Offering – Food Shelf   $200.00 

 

Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday afternoon 

for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You can sign your 

family up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail Pastor to set up a 

time. Each appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If you’d like to arrange 

an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be happy to come visit you.   
 

Mark your Calendar!  We are planning an outdoor worship service at 

Ellison Park in Monticello on May 16 for a well-distanced celebration of 

Confirmation Sunday.  Please plan to be in attendance! 
 

The Church Council has set May 23 for a Voters Meeting and election of 

officers.  We have several congregational positions to fill, including Vice-

President, Financial Secretary, and Treasurer.  More details to follow.   
 

A reminder for everyone joining us from at home using Facebook Live: we 

don’t know you’re there unless you leave a comment or “like” the service.  

We want to know you’ve joined us though, so please consider leaving a 

comment or a “like” when you worship online.   

 


