
Alive!  
The Fourth Sunday After the Epiphany 

January 31, 2021 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

825 Rise, Shine, You People sts. 1–2 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: © 1974 Augsburg Publishing House, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110350062 

 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 32:1–2, 5–7; antiphon: v. 10 
P Many are the sorrows of the wicked, 

C but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the 

LORD. 

P Blessèd is the one whose transgression is forgiven, 

C whose sin is covered. 

P Blessèd is the man against whom the LORD counts no iniquity, 

C and in whose spirit there is no deceit. 

P I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not cover my iniquity; 

C I said, “I will confess my transgressions to the LORD,” and 

you forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P Therefore let everyone who is godly offer prayer to you at a 

time when you may be found; 

C surely in the rush of great waters, they shall not reach him. 



 
 

P You are a hiding place for me; you preserve me from trouble; 

C you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 
 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

P Many are the sorrows of the wicked, 

C but steadfast love surrounds the one who trusts in the 

LORD. 
 

Kyrie LSB 186 
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 187 
P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great 

glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our 

prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have 

mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, You know we live in the midst of so many 

dangers that in our frailty we cannot stand upright. Grant 

strength and protection to support us in all dangers and carry us 

through all temptations; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 



 
 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Deuteronomy 18:15–20 
 15“The LORD your God will raise up for you a prophet like me 

from among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen— 
16just as you desired of the LORD your God at Horeb on the day of the 

assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of the LORD 

my God or see this great fire any more, lest I die.’ 17And the LORD said 

to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18I will raise up for 

them a prophet like you from among their brothers. And I will put my 

words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all that I command him. 
19And whoever will not listen to my words that he shall speak in my 

name, I myself will require it of him. 20But the prophet who presumes to 

speak a word in my name that I have not commanded him to speak, or 

who speaks in the name of other gods, that same prophet shall die.’” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle 1 Corinthians 8:1–13 
 1Concerning food offered to idols: we know that “all of us 

possess knowledge.” This “knowledge” puffs up, but love builds up. 2If 

anyone imagines that he knows something, he does not yet know as he 

ought to know. 3But if anyone loves God, he is known by God. 

 4Therefore, as to the eating of food offered to idols, we know 

that “an idol has no real existence,” and that “there is no God but one.” 
5For although there may be so-called gods in heaven or on earth—as 

indeed there are many “gods” and many “lords”— 6yet for us there is one 

God, the Father, from whom are all things and for whom we exist, and 

one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all things and through whom 

we exist. 

 7However, not all possess this knowledge. But some, through 

former association with idols, eat food as really offered to an idol, and 

their conscience, being weak, is defiled. 8Food will not commend us to 

God. We are no worse off if we do not eat, and no better off if we do. 
9But take care that this right of yours does not somehow become a 



 
 

stumbling block to the weak. 10For if anyone sees you who have 

knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will he not be encouraged, if his 

conscience is weak, to eat food offered to idols? 11And so by your 

knowledge this weak person is destroyed, the brother for whom Christ 

died. 12Thus, sinning against your brothers and wounding their 

conscience when it is weak, you sin against Christ. 13Therefore, if food 

makes my brother stumble, I will never eat meat, lest I make my brother 

stumble. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia LSB 190 

C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Mark 1:21–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

  
 21They went into Capernaum, and immediately on the Sabbath 

[Jesus] entered the synagogue and was teaching. 22And they were 

astonished at his teaching, for he taught them as one who had authority, 

and not as the scribes. 23And immediately there was in their synagogue a 

man with an unclean spirit. And he cried out, 24“What have you to do 

with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who 

you are—the Holy One of God.” 25But Jesus rebuked him, saying, “Be 

silent, and come out of him!” 26And the unclean spirit, convulsing him 

and crying out with a loud voice, came out of him. 27And they were all 

amazed, so that they questioned among themselves, saying, “What is 

this? A new teaching with authority! He commands even the unclean 

spirits, and they obey him.” 28And at once his fame spread everywhere 

throughout all the surrounding region of Galilee. 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 



 
 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
842 Son of God, Eternal Savior 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Sermon – “Knowledge and Love” 
 
941 We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110350062 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 

P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

C For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory 

forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Thanksgiving LSB 200 

A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 

 
Benedicamus LSB 202 

A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction LSB 202 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 



 
 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 
725 Children of the Heavenly Father 

 

 

 
Text: © Augsburg Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 
Tune: Public domain 
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Those attending services online who would like to make an offering 

to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail 

(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH 

automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact 

pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app). 



 
 

  

Alive! Announcements 
January 31, 2021 

Dear friends in Christ,  

The time is here for you to get signed up for the Red Letter 

Challenge.  I spoke and wrote quite a bit in December, and again some 

throughout January, about this 40-day church challenge that we’re 

taking on here at Alive!  We’re kicking this off two weeks from today, 

on February 14, which gives us two weeks to get ready for the 

challenge to begin.   

The Red Letter Challenge offers us an opportunity to unite in 

listening to the words of Jesus and living them out in our daily life.  It 

promises to help us each individually, and all of us together, to grow 

and be even greater followers of Jesus.  Our congregation needs 

rejuvenation, reinvigoration, and reunification.  This challenge offers us 

the opportunity for all of these – if only we’ll invest ourselves in the 

challenge.  I believe this is important for us – so much so that I 

purchased all these materials myself.  I want to invest in Alive – and I 

want you to, too. 

You will have the opportunity to participate in three ways, and I 

encourage you to do so in all three.  The first way is in our regular 

Sunday worship – our sermon themes for each week will address and 

reinforce the principles being covered by the Red Letter Challenge.  

The second way is by “taking the challenge.”  I have workbooks 

available for you with a short daily opportunity to hear the words of 

Jesus, along with a challenge to live them out.  The third way is by 

participating in a weekly small group, in which you can encourage 

others and be encouraged in living out the challenge.  There are a 

variety of groups, some meeting in person, others online, that you are 

encouraged to join.  We’ve got two weeks to get ready – let’s do this! 

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 

 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

  

Celebrations 
Birthdays this Week at Alive! 

February 1: Paul Ruda 
February 3: Betty Loredo 

February 4: Abbigail Galle 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Ash Wednesday is coming quickly – February 17th is less than a 

month away.  We’ll be getting ashes to you in a different way 

this year – one that you can even share with others.  Keep your 

eyes open in the weeks ahead for more information! 

The Red Letter Challenge is coming to Alive beginning on February 

14th and running throughout Lent.  Get a workbook and get linked up 

with a small group.  Let’s all band together to become greater 

followers of Jesus! 



 
 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 1/31 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion (by appointment) 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: Rahab Believes (Joshua 2) 
  

Wednesday 2/3 

6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class (online)  
 

Sunday 2/7 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion (by appointment) 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: The Fall of Jericho (Joshua 5:13-6:27) 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, January 24 In-person   13 

Sunday, January 24 Online    ~26 

1/24 Morning Communion     5 

1/24 Afternoon Communion   2 
  

Offerings 

Sunday, January 24 Offering    $795.00  

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $475.00 

 

 Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday afternoon 

for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You can sign your 

family up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail Pastor to set up a 

time. Each appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If you’d like to arrange 

an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be happy to come visit you.   
 

Volunteer Opportunity:  Our congregational ballot in the fall approved 

investigating the sale of the church’s land parcel.  The Church Council is 

looking for someone who would assist in working with a realtor to 

investigate the possibility.  If you are interested in helping with this, please 

contact Pastor, Terry Galle, or any Church Council member.   
 

2021 Offering Envelopes have been placed in your church mailbox.  

Please grab them if you are present for in-person worship, when you come 

for afternoon Communion, or any time that would be convenient for you.   

 


