
COVID-19 Preparedness Plan for returning to in-person worship following the shut down 

 

1. For any members who are uncomfortable returning to worship, we encourage you to 

remain home.  We will continue to stream our worship services as we have been.  Also, 

pastor is willing and able to provide pastoral care.  Please contact him with any needs.  

2. The current state regulations allow a return to function at 50% capacity.  There will be a 

limit to the number of individuals present. 

3. Anyone who is sick or shows symptoms is required to stay home (and make use of the 

streamed worship) out of love and concern for your neighbor.   

4. All attendees will abide by these regulations if they attend services.   

 

Facility 

5. Tape markings will be made in high traffic areas denoting six feet of distance to help 

promote social distancing. 

6. When possible, before and during the service everyone ought to enter through the center 

aisle and exit through the side aisles.  After the service, folks should exit through the 

center aisles and, if necessary, enter through the side aisles. 

7. Attendees are required to wear masks or face coverings while in the building, unless they 

cannot due to health regulations or are under 2 years of age.     

8. Attendees are encouraged to wash hands often (for at least 20 seconds – about the amount 

of time it takes to recite the Lord’s Prayer).  Hand sanitizer will be available near the 

entrance of the building.   

9. Signage will be posted to promote proper protective measures that we need to take to 

protect one another. 

10. Individuals will be ushered to their seats to maintain appropriate social distancing in the 

sanctuary.   

 

Worship 

11. To begin with, we will hold one in-person service on the weekend.  This will be adjusted 

as necessary based upon demand.   

12. Attendees will need to sign up in advance that they are planning to attend, so that we can 

ensure there is space, and we can configure the sanctuary properly to maintain social 

distancing.   

13. The cloth covered chairs in the sanctuary have been replaced with metal and plastic 

folding chairs for easier disinfecting. 

14. Rows of seating are separated by six feet for social distancing.   The center aisle is also 

six feet across.   

15. We will not gather the offering using offering plates.  Instead, members are encouraged 

to leave their offerings as they enter or leave the sanctuary.   

16. We will print off the order of service for now so that members need not use their 

hymnals.   

 

Communion 

17. For now communion will be by appointment, as it has been for the past several months.   

18. Time for appointments can be made after the service. 



19. Those participating in communion distribution will wash their hands beforehand and will 

wear cloth masks during the distribution.   

20. We will not use the common cup during communion at this time.   

 

Fellowship 

21. We will not participate in any handshakes or hugs (even though we may want to!).  

22. We will not be serving food at this time.   

23. Those wishing to visit with one another are encouraged to do so outside the building, and 

are encouraged to maintain appropriate social distancing. 

 

Staff 

24. If our Pastor becomes sick or shows symptoms, services will be canceled, rescheduled, or 

a substitute pastor will be found, at the discretion of congregational leaders. 

25. No staff person will perform their duties demonstrating any COVID-19 symptoms.   

 

Education 

26. Sunday School will be discontinued until fall.  We will reassess at that time. 

27. Sunday morning Bible study will be discontinued for now.  We will reassess in the 

future. 

 

There is potential risk of spreading COVID-19 no matter what measures are taken.  What we can 

do is take every prudent measure to minimize those risks. 

 

The CDC Interim Guidance for Communities of Faith document can be found here: 
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/faith-based.html 

 

 

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/faith-based.html

