
Alive!  
The Fifth Sunday in Lent 

March 21, 2021 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

685 Let Us Ever Walk with Jesus 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 
  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 
  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him 

in prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 
 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 
 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared 

us to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy 

Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and 

grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven 



 
 

our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 116:1–4, 8; antiphon: Psalm 43:1 
P Vindicate me, O God, and defend my cause against an ungodly 

people, 

C from the deceitful and unjust man deliver me! 

P I love the LORD, because he has heard my voice and my pleas 

for mercy. 

C Because he inclined his ear to me, therefore I will call on 

him as long as I live. 

P The snares of death encompassed me; the pangs of Sheol laid 

hold on me; 

C I suffered distress and anguish. 

P Then I called on the name of the LORD: “O LORD, I pray, 

deliver my soul!” 

C For you have delivered my soul from death, my eyes from 

tears, my feet from stumbling. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon 

Your people that we may be governed and preserved evermore 

in body and soul; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 

 

Sit 



 
 

 

Old Testament Reading Jeremiah 31:31–34 
 31“Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when I will 

make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah, 32not 

like the covenant that I made with their fathers on the day when I took them 

by the hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt, my covenant that they 

broke, though I was their husband, declares the LORD. 33But this is the 

covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, declares 

the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts. 

And I will be their God, and they shall be my people. 34And no longer shall 

each one teach his neighbor and each his brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ 

for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, declares 

the LORD. For I will forgive their iniquity, and I will remember their sin no 

more.” 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm Psalm 119:9–16; antiphon: v. 10 

9How can a young man keep his way pure? 

 By guarding it according to your word. 
10With my whole heart I seek you; 

 let me not wander from your commandments! 
11I have stored up your word in my heart, 

 that I might not sin against you. 
12Blessèd are you, O LORD; 

 teach me your statutes! 
13With my lips I declare 

 all the just decrees of your mouth. 
14In the way of your testimonies I delight 

 as much as in all riches. 
15I will meditate on your precepts 

 and fix my eyes on your ways. 
16I will delight in your statutes; 

 I will not forget your word. 

 

Epistle Hebrews 5:1–10 
 1Every high priest chosen from among men is appointed to act on 

behalf of men in relation to God, to offer gifts and sacrifices for sins. 2He 

can deal gently with the ignorant and wayward, since he himself is beset 
with weakness. 3Because of this he is obligated to offer sacrifice for his own 

sins just as he does for those of the people. 4And no one takes this honor for 

himself, but only when called by God, just as Aaron was. 



 
 

 5So also Christ did not exalt himself to be made a high priest, but 

was appointed by him who said to him, 

“You are my Son, 

 today I have begotten you”; 

6as he says also in another place, 

“You are a priest forever, 

 after the order of Melchizedek.” 

 7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, 

with loud cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and 

he was heard because of his reverence. 8Although he was a son, he learned 

obedience through what he suffered. 9And being made perfect, he became 

the source of eternal salvation to all who obey him, 10being designated by 

God a high priest after the order of Melchizedek. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel Mark 10:32–45 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the tenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 32And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was 

walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who followed 

were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to 

happen to him, 33saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of 

Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will 

condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34And they will 

mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days 

he will rise.” 

 35And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and 

said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 
36And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 37And they 

said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in 

your glory.” 38Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. 

Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism 

with which I am baptized?” 39And they said to him, “We are able.” And 

Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the 

baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40but to sit at my 

right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it 

has been prepared.” 41And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant 



 
 

at James and John. 42And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You 

know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, 

and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43But it shall not be so 

among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 
44and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45For even the 

Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a 

ransom for many.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

430 My Song Is Love Unknown 

 



 
 

 

 

 
 

5 They rise and needs will have 

    My dear Lord made away; 

A murderer they save, 

    The Prince of Life they slay. 

Yet cheerful He 

    To suff’ring goes 

    That He His foes 

From thence might free. 
 

6 In life no house, no home 

    My Lord on earth might have; 

In death no friendly tomb 

    But what a stranger gave. 

What may I say? 

    Heav’n was His home 

    But mine the tomb 

Wherein He lay. 
 

7 Here might I stay and sing, 

    No story so divine! 

Never was love, dear King, 

    Never was grief like Thine. 

This is my friend, 

    In whose sweet praise 



 
 

    I all my days 

Could gladly spend! 
Tune: © John Ireland Trust. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon – “Go and Tell” 
 

830 Spread the Reign of God the Lord 

 

 
 

5 Enter, mighty Word, the field; 

Ripe the promise of its yield. 

But the reapers, oh, how few 

For the work there is to do! 
 

6 Lord of harvest, great and kind, 

Rouse to action heart and mind; 

Let the gath’ring nations all 

See Your light and heed Your call. 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 



 
 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 212 
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

427 In the Cross of Christ I Glory 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Alive! Announcements 
March 21, 2021 

Dear friends in Christ,  

In Hebrews 13:5, we read these words from the Lord: “I will 

never leave you nor forsake you.”   

Sometimes we find ourselves needing to make a big decision.  

It can be incredibly difficult.  It may be that you are choosing between 

two or more good options.  It may be that you find yourself with no 

good options.  But in either case, you might find yourself crippled by 

indecision, especially if one choice rules out the others and commits 

you to a course and you really don’t know where that course will lead.  

What to do with that turmoil? 

The first thing to do is to pray.  The Lord calls us to pray 

continually (1 Thessalonians 5:17).  We are encouraged to cast our 

anxieties on our Lord, for He cares for us (1 Peter 5:7).  Jesus 

encourages all who are weary and heavy laden to come to Him for rest 

(Matthew 11:28).  Just like how the best place for a child to take their 

fears is to their parents, the best place for us to bring ours is to the one 

who calls upon us to pray “as dear children ask their dear father” 

(Luther’s Small Catechism, Introduction to the Lord’s Prayer). 

After we have prayed, and maybe even exhausted ourselves in 

prayer, at some point that decision still has to be made.  And so we 

make it.  We trust that God means all His promises, including the one to 

never leave us nor forsake us.  Because God’s promises are true and 

certain, they will remain with us wherever we go.  When we must 

choose a path, we seek to walk with Jesus, and He walks with us.  So 

go, and be of good courage.  Your almighty God will never leave you 

nor forsake you.   

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 

 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

  

Celebrations 
Birthdays this Week at Alive! 

March 22: Tom Gerold 

March 26: Gabe Walters 
 

Baptismal Anniversaries this Week at Alive! 

March 23: Scott Ludwig 
March 26: Betty Halvorson 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Those attending services online who would like to make an offering 

to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail 

(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH 

automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact 

pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app). 

Easter is just around the corner!  Last year we weren’t able to attend 

in person.  This year we’ll still be affected by the pandemic, but we are 

planning two Easter morning services, at 8 am and 10 am.  We need 

you to indicate in advance that you’ll be here and which service you’d 

like to attend, so we can make sure we are within our attendance limits 

and distancing requirements.   Please sign up as soon as possible to let 

us know you’ll be with us to rejoice Easter morning!  You can access 

the sign-ups from our web site, aliveinmonticello.org.   

+ + + 

Let’s be a blessing to others in our community in need.  Red Letter 

Challenge day 29 challenges us to give to a local food shelf, and we’re 

encouraging the whole congregation to get in on blessing others.  

Between now and March 28, you can give monetary donations to 

the church (please mark that it is for the Help Center) via mail or in-

person, and we’ll get them to the Monticello Help Center.  They can 

stretch these dollars a lot farther than we can, so this is a chance to use 

what God has given you to be a blessing to others who need help.   

+ + + 

You can join us for our Red Letter Challenge discussion group each 

Sunday after church, either in-person or over Google Meet.  We hope to 

continue to meet in that time frame after the Red Letter Challenge has 

concluded to resume Sunday morning Bible Study.   



 
 

 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 3/21 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

10:15 a.m. RLC Kids (on Facebook Live) 

10:15 a.m. RLC Sunday Morning Small Group (In-person or Google Meet) 

1:00 p.m. Holy Communion (by appointment) 

  

Wednesday 3/24 

6:00 p.m. Lent Midweek Service 

 Confirmation Class follows the Midweek Lent Service 
 

Sunday 3/28 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

10:15 a.m. Sunday School (on Facebook Live) 

10:15 a.m. Sunday Bible Study (In-person or Google Meet) 

1:00 p.m. Holy Communion (by appointment) 

 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, March 14 In-person   15 

Sunday, March 14 Online    ~15 

Lent Midweek (3/17) In-person   15 

Lent Midweek (3/17) Online   ~12 

3/14 Morning Communion     8 

3/14 Afternoon Communion   1 
  

Offerings 

Sunday, March 14 Offering     $925.00  

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $315.00 

Designated Offering – Food Shelf    $50.00 

 

 Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday afternoon 

for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You can sign your 

family up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail Pastor to set up a 

time. Each appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If you’d like to arrange 

an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be happy to come visit you.   
 

Please keep the Lieske family, Rock of Ages Lutheran Church of 

Minocqua, Wisconsin, and Alive! in your prayers as Pastor deliberates on 

the call to serve the congregation in Minocqua.   

 


