
Midweek Lenten Service - March 18, 2020 
 

Invocation 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Reading Psalm 95:1–7 

1Oh come, let us sing | to the LORD;* 

 let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our sal- | vation! 
2Let us come into his presence with thanks- | giving;* 

 let us make a joyful noise to him with | songs of praise! 
3For the LORD is a | great God,* 

 and a great King a- | bove all gods. 
4In his hand are the depths | of the earth;* 

 the heights of the mountains are his | also. 
5The sea is his, for he | made it,* 

 and his hands formed the | dry land. 

6Oh come, let us worship and | bow down;* 

 let us kneel before the LORD, our | Maker! 
7For he | is our God,* 

 and we are the people of his pasture, 

 and the sheep | of his hand. 

 

Reading Philippians 4:4–7 
 4Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice. 5Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is 

at hand; 6do not be anxious about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your 

requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus. 

 

Reading Mark 14:26–31, 66–72 
 26And when they had sung a hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 27And Jesus said to them, “You will all fall 

away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 28But after I am raised up, I will go 

before you to Galilee.” 29Peter said to him, “Even though they all fall away, I will not.” 30And Jesus said to him, “Truly, 

I tell you, this very night, before the rooster crows twice, you will deny me three times.” 31But he said emphatically, “If 

I must die with you, I will not deny you.” And they all said the same. 

 66And as Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came, 67and seeing Peter 

warming himself, she looked at him and said, “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus.” 68But he denied it, saying, “I 

neither know nor understand what you mean.” And he went out into the gateway and the rooster crowed. 69And the 

servant girl saw him and began again to say to the bystanders, “This man is one of them.” 70But again he denied it. And 

after a little while the bystanders again said to Peter, “Certainly you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.” 71But he 

began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know this man of whom you speak.” 72And immediately the 

rooster crowed a second time. And Peter remembered how Jesus had said to him, “Before the rooster crows twice, you 

will deny me three times.” And he broke down and wept. 

 

The Sermon 
 

Recitation from Luther's Small Catechism 
 

Holy Baptism - First 
What is Baptism? 

Baptism is not just plain water, but it is the water included in God’s command and combined with God’s word. 

  

Which is that word of God? 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew: “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in 

the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” (Matthew 28:19) 



 

Holy Baptism - Second 
What benefits does Baptism give? 

It works forgiveness of sins, rescues from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who believe this, as the 

words and promises of God declare. 

  

Which are these words and promises of God? 

Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Mark: “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved, but whoever does 

not believe will be condemned.” (Mark 16:16) 

 

Holy Baptism - Third 
How can water do such great things? 

Certainly not just water, but the word of God in and with the water does these things, along with the faith which trusts 

this word of God in the water. For without God’s word the water is plain water and no Baptism. But with the word of 

God it is a Baptism, that is, a life-giving water, rich in grace, and a washing of the new birth in the Holy Spirit, as St. 

Paul says in Titus, chapter three: “He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit, whom He 

poured out on us generously through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that, having been justified by His grace, we might 

become heirs having the hope of eternal life. This is a trustworthy saying.” (Titus 3:5–8) 

 

Holy Baptism - Fourth 
What does such baptizing with water indicate? 

It indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil 

desires, and that a new man should daily emerge and arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

  

Where is this written? 

St. Paul writes in Romans, chapter six: “We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, 

just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.” (Romans 6:4) 

 
Kneel/Stand 

 

Litany 
L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 

L Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 

  

L From all sin, from all error, from all evil; 

From the crafts and assaults of the devil; from sudden and evil death; 

From pestilence and famine; from war and bloodshed; from sedition and from rebellion; 

From lightning and tempest; from all calamity by fire and water; and from everlasting death: 

C Good Lord, deliver us. 

L By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; 

By Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your 

precious death and burial; 



By Your glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 

L We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 

L To rule and govern Your holy Christian Church; to preserve all pastors and ministers of Your Church in the true 

knowledge and understanding of Your wholesome Word and to sustain them in holy living; 

To put an end to all schisms and causes of offense; to bring into the way of truth all who have erred and are 

deceived; 

To beat down Satan under our feet; to send faithful laborers into Your harvest; and to accompany Your Word with 

Your grace and Spirit: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To raise those who fall and to strengthen those who stand; and to comfort and help the weakhearted and the 

distressed: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To give to all peoples concord and peace; to preserve our land from discord and strife; to give our country Your 

protection in every time of need; 

To direct and defend our [president/queen/king] and all in authority; to bless and protect our magistrates and all 

our people; 

To watch over and help all who are in danger, necessity, and tribulation; to protect and guide all who travel; 

To grant all women with child, and all mothers with infant children, increasing happiness in their blessings; to 

defend all orphans and widows and provide for them; 

To strengthen and keep all sick persons and young children; to free those in bondage; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L To forgive our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers and to turn their hearts; to give and preserve for our use the 

kindly fruits of the earth; and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

L Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 

  

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 

L Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 

  

L O Christ, 

C hear us. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. 

L O Christ, 

C have mercy. 

L O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 



     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

  

 

L O Lord, do not deal with us according to our sins. 

C Do not reward us according to our iniquities. 

  

L Almighty God, our heavenly Father, You desire not the death of a sinner, but rather that we turn from our evil 

ways and live. Graciously spare us those punishments which we by our sins have deserved, and grant us always to 

serve You in holiness and pureness of living; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Benediction (Pauline) 
P The grace of our Lord T Jesus Christ and the love of God and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C Amen. 

 

805 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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