
Alive!  
The First Sunday in Lent 

February 21, 2021 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

424 O Christ, You Walked the Road 

 

 
Text: © 1997 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 
The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  



 
 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 

  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him 

in prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and 

confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 

 
C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared 

us to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy 

Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and 

grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven 

our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
Kyrie LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  
P Let us pray. 

O Lord God, You led Your ancient people through the 

wilderness and brought them to the promised land. Guide the 

people of Your Church that following our Savior we may walk 

through the wilderness of this world toward the glory of the 

world to come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 



 
 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

  
C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Genesis 22:1–18 
 1After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, 

“Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 2He said, “Take your son, your 

only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer 

him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall tell 

you.” 3So Abraham rose early in the morning, saddled his donkey, and 

took two of his young men with him, and his son Isaac. And he cut the 

wood for the burnt offering and arose and went to the place of which 

God had told him. 4On the third day Abraham lifted up his eyes and saw 

the place from afar. 5Then Abraham said to his young men, “Stay here 

with the donkey; I and the boy will go over there and worship and come 

again to you.” 6And Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and 

laid it on Isaac his son. And he took in his hand the fire and the knife. So 

they went both of them together. 7And Isaac said to his father Abraham, 

“My father!” And he said, “Here am I, my son.” He said, “Behold, the 

fire and the wood, but where is the lamb for a burnt offering?” 8Abraham 

said, “God will provide for himself the lamb for a burnt offering, my 

son.” So they went both of them together. 

 9When they came to the place of which God had told him, 

Abraham built the altar there and laid the wood in order and bound Isaac 

his son and laid him on the altar, on top of the wood. 10Then Abraham 

reached out his hand and took the knife to slaughter his son. 11But the 

angel of the LORD called to him from heaven and said, “Abraham, 

Abraham!” And he said, “Here am I.” 12He said, “Do not lay your hand 

on the boy or do anything to him, for now I know that you fear God, 

seeing you have not withheld your son, your only son, from me.” 13And 

Abraham lifted up his eyes and looked, and behold, behind him was a 

ram, caught in a thicket by his horns. And Abraham went and took the 

ram and offered it up as a burnt offering instead of his son. 14So Abraham 

called the name of that place, “The LORD will provide”; as it is said to 

this day, “On the mount of the LORD it shall be provided.” 

 15And the angel of the LORD called to Abraham a second time 

from heaven 16and said, “By myself I have sworn, declares the LORD, 

because you have done this and have not withheld your son, your only 



 
 

son, 17I will surely bless you, and I will surely multiply your offspring as 

the stars of heaven and as the sand that is on the seashore. And your 

offspring shall possess the gate of his enemies, 18and in your offspring 

shall all the nations of the earth be blessed, because you have obeyed my 

voice.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle James 1:12–18 
 12Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when 

he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, which God has 

promised to those who love him. 13Let no one say when he is tempted, “I 

am being tempted by God,” for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he 

himself tempts no one. 14But each person is tempted when he is lured and 

enticed by his own desire. 15Then desire when it has conceived gives 

birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings forth death. 

 16Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17Every good gift 

and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of 

lights with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18Of his 

own will he brought us forth by the word of truth, that we should be a 

kind of firstfruits of his creatures. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Holy Gospel Mark 1:9–15 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
 9In those days Jesus came from Nazareth of Galilee and was 

baptized by John in the Jordan. 10And when he came up out of the water, 

immediately he saw the heavens opening and the Spirit descending on 

him like a dove. 11And a voice came from heaven, “You are my beloved 

Son; with you I am well pleased.” 

 12The Spirit immediately drove him out into the wilderness. 
13And he was in the wilderness forty days, being tempted by Satan. And 

he was with the wild animals, and the angels were ministering to him. 



 
 

 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, 

proclaiming the gospel of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and 

the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
656 A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 



 
 

Sermon "Being With Jesus" 
 
809 Great is Thy Faithfulness 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Text: Public domain 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 



 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
718 Jesus, Lead Thou On 

 

 



 
 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Celebrations 
Birthdays this Week at Alive! 

February 21: Maya Gerold 

February 21: Scott Ludwig 

February 23: Jen Kline 

February 24: Josh McDermott 
 

Baptismal Anniversaries this Week at Alive! 

February 21: Breckin Lehrke 
February 26: Anastasia Lieske 

February 27: Craig Walters 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 
 

 

  

Those attending services online who would like to make an offering 

to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail 

(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH 

automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact 

pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app). 



 
 

  

Alive! Announcements 
February 21, 2021 

Dear friends in Christ,  

This week in the Red Letter Challenge we focus on the target, 

or principle, of being.  That is to say, we listen to Jesus instruct us on 

the importance of spending time with Him and in His presence.   

The importance of this target is driven home somewhat by our 

epistle lesson as well.  James writes, “Blessed is the man who remains 

steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the 

crown of life, which God has promised to those who love him” (James 

1:12).  There may be times when we are indeed “under trial,” whether 

we’re faced by temptation, as Jesus was tempted in the wilderness by 

the devil, or we come under pressure from the world around us on 

account of our faith, or even are faced with questions that are difficult 

to answer.   

The truth is, when we face these things on our own, we are 

prone to fail.  Recognizing this doesn’t mean you are weak or bad; it 

means you are human.  Adam and Eve walked with God and still they 

fell in the face of temptation.  Our hope to be able to remain steadfast 

under trial is found in Jesus.  He who withstood temptation and stood 

firm in the face of trial and even crucifixion is the one who enables and 

empowers us to remain steadfast in our own time of trial.  With His 

Word, He gives us grace, mercy, and peace, but also shows us how we 

are called to be.  With His sacramental gifts, He makes us His own and 

strengthens us in faith in time of trial.  In His church, we find a 

community of grace that bears our burdens with us and gives us a 

people with whom we can walk together.  Be a people who can stand 

firm, even under trial.  Be with Jesus!  Together we can do this!     

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 

 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

 
Week 2 – The Week of Being 

 

Day 6 (Today) – “Abide in my word” (John 8:31) 

Challenge: Read from the Bible 

 

Day 7 (Monday) – “Pray earnestly” (Matthew 9:38) 

Challenge: Pray 

 

Day 8 (Tuesday) – “Worship the Lord your God” (Luke 4:8) 

Challenge: Worship (sing a hymn, listen to Christian music, etc) 

 

Day 9 (Wednesday) – “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet 

place and get some rest” (Mark 6:31) 

Challenge: Spend time in solitude with your bible (30 minutes) 

 

Day 10 (Thursday) – “And when you fast, anoint your head and 

wash your face” (Matthew 6:17) 

Challenge: Fast from something today 

 

Day 11 (Friday) – “Let us eat and celebrate” (Luke 15:23) 

Challenge: Celebrate and thank God for five things He’s done for 

you – maybe celebrate with others! 

 

Day 12 (Saturday) – “The Sabbath was made for man” (Mark 

2:27) 

Challenge: Take a day off! (Enjoy God’s gifts, read his word, 

pray) 

 

There’s still time to join us for the Red Letter Challenge!  

Workbooks are available at church.  Pastor is posting a short daily 

video on our Facebook page to encourage you.  You can join up 

with one of our discussion groups, or even start your own!  

Become a greater follower of Jesus!    



 
 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 2/21 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

10:15 a.m. RLC Kids (on Facebook Live) 

10:15 a.m. RLC Sunday Morning Small Group (In-person or Google Meet) 

1:00 p.m. Holy Communion (by appointment) 

  

Wednesday 2/24 

6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 
 

Sunday 2/28 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

10:15 a.m. RLC Kids (on Facebook Live) 

10:15 a.m. RLC Sunday Morning Small Group (In-person or Google Meet) 

1:00 p.m. Holy Communion (by appointment) 

 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, February 14 In-person   19 

Sunday, February 14 Online    ~20 

Ash Wednesday (2/17) In-person   23 

Ash Wednesday (2/17) Online   ~15 

2/14 Morning Communion     8 

2/14 Afternoon Communion   1 

Ash Wednesday (2/17) Communion   8 
  

Offerings 

Sunday, February 14 Offering    $1100.00  

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $315.00 

 

 Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday afternoon 

for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You can sign your 

family up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail Pastor to set up a 

time. Each appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If you’d like to arrange 

an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be happy to come visit you.   
 

2021 Offering Envelopes have been placed in your church mailbox.  

Please grab them if you are present for in-person worship, when you come 

for afternoon Communion, or any time that would be convenient for you.   
 

Please keep the Lieske family, Rock of Ages Lutheran Church of 

Minocqua, Wisconsin, and Alive! in your prayers as Pastor deliberates on 

the calls to serve the congregation in Minocqua.   

 


