
Alive!  
The Eleventh Sunday After Pentecost 

August 16, 2020 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

936 Sing Praise to the God of Israel 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1992 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110350062 
Tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 



 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth.  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could 

stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are 

feared. 

  
P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and to call upon 

Him in prayer and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness 

and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves 

from our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take 

refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, 

seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, 

and lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

 
P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared 

us to be Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy 

Church, in which You daily and richly forgive us our sins and 

grant us new life through Your Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven 

our faith, and graciously receive our prayer and praise; through 

Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 
Introit (spoken in unison) Psalm 28:1–2, 6–7; antiphon: v. 8 

The LORD is the strength of his people; 

 he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 

To you, O LORD, I call; my rock, be not deaf to me, 

 lest, if you be silent to me, I become like those who go down to 

the pit. 

Hear the voice of my pleas for mercy, when I cry to you for help, 

 when I lift up my hands toward your most holy sanctuary. 

Blessèd be the LORD! 

 For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy. 



 
 

The LORD is my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and 

I am helped; 

 my heart exults, and with my song I give thanks to him. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

The LORD is the strength of his people; 

 he is the saving refuge of his anointed. 

 
Kyrie LSB 204 

C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 

 

 
 



 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you.  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting Father, You give Your children 

many blessings even though we are undeserving. In every trial 

and temptation grant us steadfast confidence in Your loving-

kindness and mercy; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. 

  
C Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 56:1, 6–8 

1Thus says the LORD: 

“Keep justice, and do righteousness, 

for soon my salvation will come, 

 and my deliverance be revealed. . . . 

6“And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD, 

 to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD, 

 and to be his servants, 

everyone who keeps the Sabbath and does not profane it, 

 and holds fast my covenant— 
7these I will bring to my holy mountain, 

 and make them joyful in my house of prayer; 

their burnt offerings and their sacrifices 

 will be accepted on my altar; 

for my house shall be called a house of prayer 

 for all peoples.” 
8The Lord GOD, 

 who gathers the outcasts of Israel, declares, 

“I will gather yet others to him 

 besides those already gathered.” 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



 
 

Epistle Romans 11:1–2a, 13–15, 28–32 
 1I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! For I 

myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of 

Benjamin. 2God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. . . . 

 13Now I am speaking to you Gentiles. Inasmuch then as I am an 

apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry 14in order somehow to make 

my fellow Jews jealous, and thus save some of them. 15For if their rejection 

means the reconciliation of the world, what will their acceptance mean but 

life from the dead? . . . 
28As regards the gospel, they are enemies of God for your sake. But 

as regards election, they are beloved for the sake of their forefathers. 29For 

the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. 30Just as you were at one 

time disobedient to God but now have received mercy because of their 

disobedience, 31so they too have now been disobedient in order that by the 

mercy shown to you they also may now receive mercy. 32For God has 

consigned all to disobedience, that he may have mercy on all. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Stand 

 
Alleluia and Verse 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

C These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is 

the Christ, the Son of God. 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 15:21–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fifteenth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  
 21Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre 

and Sidon. 22And behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and 

was crying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David; my daughter is 

severely oppressed by a demon.” 23But he did not answer her a word. And 

his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying 
out after us.” 24He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house 

of Israel.” 25But she came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 
26And he answered, “It is not right to take the children’s bread and throw it 

to the dogs.” 27She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that 



 
 

fall from their masters’ table.” 28Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great 

is your faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed 

instantly. 

  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 



 
 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
Sit 

 
615 When in the Hour of Deepest Need 

 

 

 
 

5 O from our sins, Lord, turn Your face; 

Absolve us through Your boundless grace. 

Be with us in our anguish still; 

Free us at last from ev’ry ill. 

 
6 So we with all our hearts each day 

To You our glad thanksgiving pay, 

Then walk obedient to Your Word, 

And now and ever praise You, Lord. 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 
 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 
 



 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benedicamus LSB 212 

A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 
941 We Praise You and Acknowledge You, O God 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 
Text: © 1999 Stephen P. Starke, admin. Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 
110350062 
Tune: Public domain 
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Good news for those of you who have been looking for an electronic option 

to support our congregation! It is possible to make a contribution to Alive! 

using an app called Give Plus. You can download the app to your phone running 

iOS or Android. After a few minutes of set-up, you'll be able to make one-time 

or recurring contributions. 

To download for an iOS device (iPhone or iPad): 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/give/id1120840616 

To download for an Android device: 

https://play.google.com/store/apps/details… 

If you have any questions, please let us know and we'll help you get it sorted 

out.  

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/give/id1120840616?fbclid=IwAR35dsyVq0_SXloZFo8VfuQtO3A7NUlICEepUYkrt14XWXUH4Xad54rslnk
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.vanco.gpm&hl=en_US&fbclid=IwAR2cNGVVN7AFKL7qL3335DeHtQ7fb29sJ_2IedyaLjNXRnlzCZm9h2txEkc


 
 

  

Alive! Announcements 
August 16, 2020 

Dear friends in Christ,  

Can you believe that the summer has almost gone already?  It 

has certainly been a summer unlike any other I can remember – and I 

don’t recall ever marching toward a fall with as much uncertainty as 

this one.  I don’t envy the struggles that school administrators, coaches, 

and especially parents have as they figure out how to proceed. 

We’re working on dealing with some similar challenges as we 

contemplate how to tackle Sunday School, Confirmation, and Bible 

Study in the fall months, as well as how to keep public worship as safe 

as is possible and continue to provide a streaming service for those who 

are not yet ready to be back out in a public gathering.  More will be 

coming about these things in the weeks ahead. 

For now, though, there is one more bit of a typical summer that 

we’re seeking to have in an atypical way: VBS!  Well, VBS-at-Home!  

Everything is prepared for our congregation’s children and any others 

who would want to participate to join us for our Fish Stories VBS-at-

Home.   

This is an important project, first to make sure we’re reaching 

our congregation’s children with the Gospel and reaching other children 

as we are able, but also as a “test drive” of how we might do some 

distance children’s ministry.  If you have children age 3-5th grade, sign 

them up and have them participate.  If you know someone in that age 

range, invite them to be part of this as well.  And I’d love to receive any 

feedback you might have to help us do this sort of thing better next 

time. 

Peace in Christ,  

Pastor Lieske 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

  
This Week at Alive! 

Today 8/16   

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online) 

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

  

Monday 8/17  

6:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 

 

Sunday 8/23  

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online) 

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, August 9 Online    33 

 
 

Offerings 

Sunday, August 2 and 9 Offering   $3860.00 

August 2 and 9 Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH) $1080.00 

 

Designated Offering – Building (ACH)  $55.00 

  

 

  

If you would like to receive a semi-annual (midyear) personal contribution 

statement, please contact Wendy Mapes (mapes23@tds.net or 763-878-2053).  

She will need to know if you would like it electronically or as a printed copy, 

and where to send it (either e-mail or physical address).   

+ + + 

We will soon have to elect new officers to serve as leaders in the 

congregation.  The following positions will need to be filled: President, 

Recording Secretary, Trustees Chair, Education Chair.  Prayerfully consider if 

God might be calling you to serve in one of these positions.   

+ + + 

 It’s time for Fish Stories VBS-at-Home!  Children age 3-5th grade are invited 

to join us for a series of lessons that talk about who Jesus is and what He has 

done for us.  Call/text/e-mail Pastor Lieske to let him know you’d like to be 

part of the fun.  You can pick up a Fish Stories VBS-at-Home kit Sunday after 

church, at an afternoon communion appointment, or they’ll be available for 

drive-up pickup Sunday August 16 from 2-4 p.m. and Monday August 17 from 

4-6 p.m.  Our “launch week” for VBS is this week, August 17-20, but your 

family can participate whenever it is convenient for you.  Invite a friend to 

participate as well, and you too can be fishers of men! 



 
 

Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday afternoon for 

those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You can sign your family up 

by using the online form or call/text/e-mail Pastor to set up a time. Each 

appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If you’d like to arrange an at-home visit 

from Pastor Lieske, he’d be happy to come visit you.   

+ + + 

 We have resumed in-person worship services as of June 21.  The Church 

Council has prepared a COVID-19 Preparedness Plan that guides the process of 

returning to gathering for worship.  We will be continually revisiting the process 

and the plan as CDC guidance changes and the situation dictates.  If you have 

any feedback or comments, please reach out to Pastor or a member of the 

Church Council.   

+ + + 

Access any of our online streamed services (or share them with someone else) 

at https://www.aliveinmonticello.org/worship-services 

+ + + 

Please be regular and faithful in your offerings as much as you are able 

throughout this crisis so that the congregation can  

continue to meet its financial obligations.   
 

If you’d like to mail in your offering, you can send it to Alive! Lutheran Church, 

P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362.   
 

If you’d like to begin making use of the Joyful Response online giving program, 

please contact Pastor Lieske or Kevin Steinbronn and they can help get you 

started. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrations 
Baptismal Anniversaries This Week @ Alive! 

August 18: Hattie LaVoie 

August 18: Sophia Lieske 

August 18: Kevin Wischnack 
August 21: Zoe Lieske 

 

Birthdays This Week @ Alive! 

August 16: Franklin Grover 
August 17: Lawrence Hills (97!) 

August 22: Angie Erickson 
 

Wedding Anniversaries This Week @ Alive! 

August 20: Tom and Kara Gerold 

August 21: Chris and Michele Lieske 
 

  

https://www.aliveinmonticello.org/worship-services

