
Alive!  
The Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 6, 2020 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

915 Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 



 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is 

not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, 

will forgive our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful 

and unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, 

and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we 

have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly 

deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake 

of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. 

Amen. 
 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you 

and for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and 

ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the 

T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit (spoken in unison) Psalm 92:1–4; antiphon: v. 5 

How great are your works, O LORD! 

 Your thoughts are very deep! 

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

 to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 

to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 

 and your faithfulness by night, 

to the music of the lute and the harp, 

 to the melody of the lyre. 

For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 

 at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 



 
 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

How great are your works, O LORD! 

 Your thoughts are very deep! 

 

Kyrie LSB 152 
A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to 

the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the 

Church of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship 

and praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 154 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 
  

P Let us pray. 

O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your 

humble servants, Your holy inspiration, that we may set our 

minds on the things that are right and, by Your merciful 

guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7–9 
 7“So you, son of man, I have made a watchman for the house of 

Israel. Whenever you hear a word from my mouth, you shall give them 

warning from me. 8If I say to the wicked, O wicked one, you shall surely die, 

and you do not speak to warn the wicked to turn from his way, that wicked 



 
 

person shall die in his iniquity, but his blood I will require at your hand. 9But 

if you warn the wicked to turn from his way, and he does not turn from his 

way, that person shall die in his iniquity, but you will have delivered your 

soul.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 13:1–10 
 1Let every person be subject to the governing authorities. For there 

is no authority except from God, and those that exist have been instituted by 

God. 2Therefore whoever resists the authorities resists what God has 

appointed, and those who resist will incur judgment. 3For rulers are not a 

terror to good conduct, but to bad. Would you have no fear of the one who is 

in authority? Then do what is good, and you will receive his approval, 4for 

he is God’s servant for your good. But if you do wrong, be afraid, for he 

does not bear the sword in vain. For he is the servant of God, an avenger 

who carries out God’s wrath on the wrongdoer. 5Therefore one must be in 

subjection, not only to avoid God’s wrath but also for the sake of 

conscience. 6For the same reason you also pay taxes, for the authorities are 

ministers of God, attending to this very thing. 7Pay to all what is owed to 

them: taxes to whom taxes are owed, revenue to whom revenue is owed, 

respect to whom respect is owed, honor to whom honor is owed. 

 8Owe no one anything, except to love each other, for the one who 

loves another has fulfilled the law. 9The commandments, “You shall not 

commit adultery, You shall not murder, You shall not steal, You shall not 

covet,” and any other commandment, are summed up in this word: “You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 10Love does no wrong to a neighbor; 

therefore love is the fulfilling of the law. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Alleluia and Verse LSB 156 
C Alleluia. 

Lord, to whom shall we go? 

You have the words of eternal life. 

Alleluia, alleluia. 
 



 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 18:1–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

 1At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who is the 

greatest in the kingdom of heaven?” 2And calling to him a child, he put him 

in the midst of them 3and said, “Truly, I say to you, unless you turn and 

become like children, you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. 4Whoever 

humbles himself like this child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

 5“Whoever receives one such child in my name receives me, 6but 

whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in me to sin, it would be 

better for him to have a great millstone fastened around his neck and to be 

drowned in the depth of the sea. 

 7“Woe to the world for temptations to sin! For it is necessary that 

temptations come, but woe to the one by whom the temptation comes! 8And 

if your hand or your foot causes you to sin, cut it off and throw it away. It is 

better for you to enter life crippled or lame than with two hands or two feet 

to be thrown into the eternal fire. 9And if your eye causes you to sin, tear it 

out and throw it away. It is better for you to enter life with one eye than with 

two eyes to be thrown into the hell of fire. 

 10“See that you do not despise one of these little ones. For I tell you 

that in heaven their angels always see the face of my Father who is in 

heaven. 11For the Son of Man came to save the lost. 12What do you think? If 

a man has a hundred sheep and one of them has gone astray, does he not 

leave the ninety-nine on the mountains and go in search of the one that went 

astray? 13And if he finds it, truly, I say to you, he rejoices over it more than 

over the ninety-nine that never went astray. 14So it is not the will of my 

Father who is in heaven that one of these little ones should perish. 

 15“If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, 

between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your 

brother. 16But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, 

that every charge may be established by the evidence of two or three 

witnesses. 17If he refuses to listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he 

refuses to listen even to the church, let him be to you as a Gentile and a tax 

collector. 18Truly, I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in 

heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven. 19Again I 

say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything they ask, it will be 

done for them by my Father in heaven. 20For where two or three are gathered 

in my name, there am I among them.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 



 
 

Sit 
 

820 My Soul, Now Praise Your Maker 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 



 
 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Benediction LSB 166 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

853 How Clear Is Our Vocation, Lord 

 

 

 

 
Tune: Public domain 
Text: © 1982 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 
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Alive! Announcements 
September 6, 2020 

Dear friends in Christ,  

Several times in recent weeks I’ve made reference to the “Old 

Adam” in sermons, but I never really feel like I can give sufficient time 

to describing what the “Old Adam” is.   

The term finds its origin in two places.  First, Ephesians 4:22: 

“to put off your old man, which belongs to your former manner of life 

and is corrupt through deceitful desires.”  Second, from Luther’s Small 

Catechism, where Luther writes of baptism and says that baptizing with 

water “indicates that the Old Adam in us should by daily contrition and 

repentance be drowned and die with all sins and evil desires.”   

What is the “Old Adam”?  The “Old Adam” is the 

predisposition to sin that we’ve inherited from our first parents, from 

Adam and Eve.  The sin in the Garden has changed the way that people 

are.  While God created humanity and declared mankind “very good,” 

the fall into sin has opened our hearts to all sort of things that are not 

“very good,” but are even, in fact, evil.   

Luther writes, “What is the old man?  It is that which is born in 

us from Adam, angry, hateful, envious, unchaste, stingy, lazy, haughty, 

even unbelieving, infected with all vices, and having by nature nothing 

good in it.” 

The “Old Adam” afflicts us all, because each of us has inherited 

this sinful nature.  Were that the end of it, we’d be lost forever, just as, 

were Adam’s sin the end of it, he’d be lost forever.         

But the good news is that is not the end of it.  When Adam and 

Eve fell into sin in the Garden of Eden, even as God explained to them 

the consequence of their sin (toil, conflict, pain and death), He also  
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Celebrations 
Baptismal Anniversaries This Week @ Alive! 

September 6: Denise Hawknison 

September 6: Chloe Sandvig 

September 10: Tyler Mapes 
 

Birthdays This Week @ Alive! 

September 6: Chloe Sandvig 
 

 

  

promised them a deliverer, an offspring of the woman who would crush 

the serpent’s head.  This promise is fulfilled by the work of the 

“Second Adam,” our savior Jesus. 

 Paul explores this idea in Romans 5, though he doesn’t use the 

term “Second Adam.” He writes, “Sin came into the world through one 

man, and death through sin” (Romans 5:12).  “If, because of one man’s 

trespass, death reigned through that one man, much more will those 

who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness 

reign in life though the one man Jesus Christ” (Romans 5:17).  “For as 

by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the 

one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous” (Romans 5:19). 

 The “Old Adam” is a fact of life.  As long as we live in this 

flesh, it is with us.  The baptismal life is one of constant struggle 

against the “Old Adam.”    The “Old Adam” in us consistently seeks to 

excuse sin.  It seeks to dissuade us from seeking the righteousness that 

comes from Christ and encourages us to glory in our own 

righteousness.   

But we are baptized!  And in Holy Baptism, the Second Adam 

has given us something new.  He has given us victory over sin and 

death and the “Old Adam.”  He has given us life and light and a 

righteousness not our own that has not become our own as a free gift.   

This is your life as one of the baptized.  You’ve been made 

new in Christ, forgiven and righteous before God.  Now you daily 

struggle against the “Old Adam.”  It doesn’t go down easy, and there 

are days and moments when the “the Old Adam” will seem to be 

calling the shots.   But you belong to the “Second Adam.”  Seek to 

follow Him and live in His image.    

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 
 



 
 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 9/6   

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online) 

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

  

Sunday 9/13  

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online) 

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, August 30 In-person   19 

Sunday, August 30 Online    19 

8/30 Morning Communion     15 

8/30 Afternoon Communion   4 
 

Offerings 

Sunday, August 30 Offering    not available 

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $485.00 

 

Non-electronic giving will be reported next week 

  

 

  

The Church Council is working to devise an arrangement for our 

required congregational meetings that would allow participation at a 

distance.  We will soon have to elect new officers to serve as leaders 

in the congregation.  The following positions will need to be filled: 

President, Recording Secretary, Trustees Chair, Education Chair.  

Prayerfully consider if God might be calling you to serve in one of 

these positions, and encourage people who you think would be good 

candidates for these positions.   

+ + + 

 Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday 

afternoon for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You 

can sign your family up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail 

Pastor to set up a time. Each appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If 

you’d like to arrange an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be 

happy to come visit you.   

+ + + 

If you know someone who has been joining our online services, 

encourage them to be added to our mailing list.  Then they can also 

receive the weekly bulletin in the email to aid them in following along 

with our worship services.   


