
Alive!  
The Third Sunday in Advent 

December 13, 2020 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

349 Hark the Glad Sound 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 



 
 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and 

confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. 
  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 
 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins 

and iniquities with which I have ever offended You and 

justly deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. 

But I am heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of 

them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy and for the 

sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and 

merciful to me, a poor, sinful being. 
 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called 

and ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God 

unto all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my 

Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the 

Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 85:8–9, 12–13; antiphon: v. 7 

Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 

 and grant us your salvation. 

Let me hear what God the LORD will speak, 

 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but let them 

not turn back to folly. 

Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 

 that glory may dwell in our land. 

Yes, the LORD will give what is good, 

 and our land will yield its increase. 

Righteousness will go before him 

 and make his footsteps a way. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 



 
 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Show us your steadfast love, O LORD, 

 and grant us your salvation. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

 

 
  

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
  

P Let us pray. 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to 

lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; 

for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 
  

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Old Testament Reading Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 

1The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 

 because the LORD has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor; 

 he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

 and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 
2to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 

 and the day of vengeance of our God; 

 to comfort all who mourn; 
3to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 

 to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 
the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

 the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 

that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 

 the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 



 
 

4They shall build up the ancient ruins; 

 they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 

 the devastations of many generations. . . . 

8For I the LORD love justice; 

 I hate robbery and wrong; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 

 and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 
9Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 

 and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge them, 

 that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 
10I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

 my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

 he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful 

headdress, 

 and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
11For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

 and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

 to sprout up before all the nations. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 
 16Rejoice always, 17pray without ceasing, 18give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 19Do not 

quench the Spirit. 20Do not despise prophecies, 21but test everything; hold 

fast what is good. 22Abstain from every form of evil. 

 23Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and 

may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of 

our Lord Jesus Christ. 24He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 



 
 

Alleluia LSB 190 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 1:6–8, 19–28 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 
  
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came 

as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through 

him. 8He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. . . . 

 19This is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and 

Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20He confessed, and did 

not deny, but confessed, “I am not the Christ.” 21And they asked him, “What 

then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you the Prophet?” And he 

answered, “No.” 22So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give an 

answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23He said, “I 

am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of 

the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 

 24(Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25They asked him, 

“Then why are you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor 

the Prophet?” 26John answered them, “I baptize with water, but among you 

stands one you do not know, 27even he who comes after me, the strap of 

whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28These things took place in 

Bethany across the Jordan, where John was baptizing. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 
 

Nicene Creed 
C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 



 
 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from 

heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the 

Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the 

living and the dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic 

Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

345 Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding 

 

 



 
 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon – “Rejoice!  You are Not the Christ!” 
 

P The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your 

hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 

C Amen. 
 

Stand 
 

Offertory LSB 192 

 

 

 

 

 
   
Prayer of the Church 
 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 196 
Our Father who art in heaven, 

  hallowed be Thy name, 

 Thy kingdom come, 

 Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 



 
 

 give us this day our daily bread; 

and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

 trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 
 

Thanksgiving LSB 200 
A O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good, 

C and His mercy endureth forever. 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 
 

Benedicamus LSB 202 
A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Benediction LSB 202 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto 

you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you 

peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 
 

333 Once He Came in Blessing 

 

 



 
 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 
Text (sts. 2–3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110350062 
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Celebrations 
Baptismal Anniversaries this Week at Alive! 

December 15: Ty Kline 

December 17: April Galle 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

Those attending services online who would like to make an offering 

to support the ministry of Alive! Lutheran Church can do so by mail 

(P.O. Box 1166, Monticello, MN 55362); by signing up for the ACH 

automatic offering program; or by using the Give Plus app (contact 

pastor for more information about ACH or the Give Plus app). 



 
 

  

Alive! Announcements 
December 13, 2020 

Dear friends in Christ,  

 Over the next few weeks, you are going to hear about the 

coming of the savior.  You also are going to hear about the Red Letter 

Challenge.  Do you recall when you were a kid, and someone might 

dare you to do something you were reluctant to do?  Climb up too high, 

jump down too far, that sort of thing?  The Red Letter Challenge is sort 

of like that, except it is daring you to do something wise instead of 

foolish.  It is daring you to follow Jesus! 

 The Red Letter Challenge is a forty day journey that we all can 

take together.  It is called the “Red Letter Challenge” because its focus 

is on the teachings of Jesus (the “red letters” in certain Bibles).  The 

author’s premise as the challenge was constructed is that the best way to 

follow Jesus would be to actually follow Jesus.  We do that by listening 

to what Jesus says, particularly what He says to do, and then actually 

doing it! 

 I am challenging you – I “dare” you to take on this 

challenge.  It will push you, sometimes in directions you don’t want it 

to.  For forty days, I am challenging you to set aside a short bit of time 

(about 10 minutes) each day to read from the Red Letter Challenge 

workbook, and then to take on the daily challenge – a concrete way for 

you to put the words of Jesus into action in your life.  Do you want 

“relevant” Christianity?  It doesn’t get more relevant than this.   

 To my mind, the best part about this is that our whole 

congregation can do this together – as long as we “dare” to.  This past 

year has left us incredibly disconnected, but in Christ we have unity.  

The Red Letter Challenge will give us a chance to live out that unity.  

Are you up to the challenge?   

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 

   

 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

Christmas Card Outreach – As you prepare your Christmas cards this 

year, please consider preparing some extra cards that can be delivered to 

residents at St. Ben’s here in Monticello and some other long-term care 

facilities.  While you will not know the recipient, you can include a short 

message that expresses that you do care about them.  Wish the recipients a 

Merry Christmas from your family and from our church family.  You can 

bring the cards to church any time before Christmas – pastor plans to deliver 

another batch closer to Christmas. 
 

Contact Pastor Lieske to get the appropriate Sunday School materials 

for your child.  Our church web site contains a page that has supplementary 

resources for each of the Sunday School lessons.   This week’s lesson 

focuses on Exodus 17, where God gives His people water from the rock. 
 

Join us for socially distanced Christmas Caroling December 13 (today!) 

and 20 in the afternoon (3-5 pm).  If you are interested in participating or if 

you know someone who might welcome a visit from carolers, please contact 

Pastor Lieske 
 

Don’t forget about our Advent Midweek services.  There is one service 

remaining – this Wednesday, December 16 (at 6 pm).   You can be part of 

these services in person or online.   
 

We are planning two Christmas Eve services – one at 3 pm and one at 6 

pm.  You are encouraged to sign up early if you plan to attend the services 

in person.  The sign-up list is linked on our church web site.  If we need to, 

we can offer additional services so that everyone who would like to come is 

able to do so, but we need to view the sign-up numbers to make necessary 

adjustments.   
 

The Red Letter Challenge is coming to Alive in January!  The Red Letter 

Challenge will challenge you to become a greater follower of Jesus.  Learn 

more at redletterchallenge.com.   
 

Thank you all who donated to the Sharing Tree this year.  We made our 

goal and we were able to give St. Henry a check for additional money for 

them to buy more gift cards.  Way to go!  Thank you again!  - Connie 
 

Please keep the Lieske family, Faith Lutheran Church of Lincoln, IL, and 

Alive! in your prayers as Pastor deliberates on the call to serve the 

congregation in Lincoln.  Last Sunday, Pastor announced that he had 
declined prior calls to serve in Strasburg, IL, Independence, MO, and 

Lexington, IL 

  



 
 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 12/13 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

3:00 p.m. Christmas Caroling 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: Water From the Rock (Exodus 17:1-7) 

  

Monday 12/14 

6:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 
 

Wednesday 12/16 

6:00 p.m. Advent Midweek Worship (in-person and online) 

 Confirmation Class to follow (online) 
 

Sunday 12/20 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online)  

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

3:00 p.m. Christmas Caroling 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: Read the Christmas Story (Luke 2) 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, December 6 In-person   17 

Sunday, December 6 Online    ~14 

12/6 Morning Communion     10 

12/6 Afternoon Communion   4 

Wednesday, December 9 Advent In-person  11 

Wednesday, December 9 Advent Online  ~18 
 

Offerings 

Sunday, December 6 Offering    $1570.00  

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $620.00 

Designated Offering – Building (ACH)  $55.00 

 

 

  

 Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday 

afternoon for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You 

can sign your family up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail 

Pastor to set up a time. Each appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If 

you’d like to arrange an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be 

happy to come visit you.   
 

 


