
Alive!  
The Seventeenth Sunday After Pentecost 

September 27, 2020 
 

We welcome you in the name of Jesus!   Thank you for joining us today at Alive! 

Lutheran Church, where we are again blessed to gather together around God’s 

gifts of forgiveness, life, and salvation.  We pray that today’s service will be a 

blessing to you.     
 

543 What Wondrous Love is This 

 

 

 

 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 

Stand 
 

Opening Versicles 
 



 
 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

L Better is one day in Your courts than a thousand elsewhere; 

C I would rather be a doorkeeper in the house of my God 

than dwell in the tents of the wicked. 

L Make me to know Your ways, O Lord. 

C Teach me Your paths. 

L Sanctify us in Your truth. 

C Your Word is truth. 
  

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. 

Amen. 
 

Confession 
 

L Let us confess our sin in the presence of God and of one 

another. 
 

Silence for self-examination. 
 

L I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of 

heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have sinned 

in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own fault, by 

my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray God Almighty 

to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, and bring me to 

everlasting life. Amen. 

C The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, 

forgiveness, and remission of all your sins. Amen. 
  

C I confess to God Almighty, before the whole company of 

heaven and to you, my brothers and sisters, that I have 

sinned in thought, word, and deed by my fault, by my own 

fault, by my own most grievous fault; wherefore I pray 

God Almighty to have mercy on me, forgive me all my sins, 

and bring me to everlasting life. Amen. 



 
 

L The almighty and merciful Lord grant you pardon, forgiveness, 

and remission of all your sins. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Canticle LSB 261 

 

 
 

Pastor:  With joy will you draw water from the wells of salvation. 

And you will say in that day: 

Congregation: “Give thanks to the Lord, call upon His name, 

make known His deeds among the peoples, 

proclaim that His name is exalted.” 

All:  Sing Refrain 
  

Pastor:  Sing praises to the Lord, for He has done gloriously; 

let this be made known in all the earth. 

Congregation: Shout, and sing for joy, O inhabitants of Zion, for great 

 in your midst is the Holy One of Israel. 

All:  Sing Refrain 
  

All: Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

All:  Sing Refrain 
 

Sit 
 

Reading Ezekiel 18:1–4, 25–32 
 1The word of the LORD came to me: 2“What do you mean by 

repeating this proverb concerning the land of Israel, ‘The fathers have eaten 

sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live, declares the 

Lord GOD, this proverb shall no more be used by you in Israel. 4Behold, all 

souls are mine; the soul of the father as well as the soul of the son is mine: 

the soul who sins shall die. . . . 

 25“Yet you say, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ Hear now, O 

house of Israel: Is my way not just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 



 
 

26When a righteous person turns away from his righteousness and does 

injustice, he shall die for it; for the injustice that he has done he shall die. 
27Again, when a wicked person turns away from the wickedness he has 

committed and does what is just and right, he shall save his life. 28Because 

he considered and turned away from all the transgressions that he had 

committed, he shall surely live; he shall not die. 29Yet the house of Israel 

says, ‘The way of the Lord is not just.’ O house of Israel, are my ways not 

just? Is it not your ways that are not just? 

 30“Therefore I will judge you, O house of Israel, every one 

according to his ways, declares the Lord GOD. Repent and turn from all your 

transgressions, lest iniquity be your ruin. 31Cast away from you all the 

transgressions that you have committed, and make yourselves a new heart 

and a new spirit! Why will you die, O house of Israel? 32For I have no 

pleasure in the death of anyone, declares the Lord GOD; so turn, and live.” 
  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Reading Philippians 2:1–4, 14–18 
 1If there is any encouragement in Christ, any comfort from love, any 

participation in the Spirit, any affection and sympathy, 2complete my joy by 

being of the same mind, having the same love, being in full accord and of 

one mind. 3Do nothing from rivalry or conceit, but in humility count others 

more significant than yourselves. 4Let each of you look not only to his own 

interests, but also to the interests of others. . . . 

 14Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15that you may be 

blameless and innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a 

crooked and twisted generation, among whom you shine as lights in the 

world, 16holding fast to the word of life, so that in the day of Christ I may be 

proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain. 17Even if I am to be poured 

out as a drink offering upon the sacrificial offering of your faith, I am glad 

and rejoice with you all. 18Likewise you also should be glad and rejoice with 

me. 
  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Reading Matthew 21:23–27 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-first 

chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 



 
 

  
 23When [Jesus] entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders 

of the people came up to him as he was teaching, and said, “By what 

authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?” 
24Jesus answered them, “I also will ask you one question, and if you tell me 

the answer, then I also will tell you by what authority I do these things. 
25The baptism of John, from where did it come? From heaven or from man?” 

And they discussed it among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ 

he will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26But if we say, 

‘From man,’ we are afraid of the crowd, for they all hold that John was a 

prophet.” 27So they answered Jesus, “We do not know.” And he said to 

them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.” 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Responsory 
 

L Forever, O Lord, Your Word is firmly set in the heavens. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 

L Blessed are those who hear the Word of God and keep it. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 

L Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C Lord, I love the habitation of Your house and the place 

where Your glory dwells. 
 

Sit 
 

655 Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

 

 



 
 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 

Sermon 
 

Stand 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Collect of the Day 
L Almighty God, You exalted Your Son to the place of all honor 

and authority. Enlighten our minds by Your Holy Spirit that, 

confessing Jesus as Lord, we may be led into all truth; through 

the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Prayer 
L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 



 
 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart 

and with all our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout 

the world, and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the 

calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the 

common welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or 

dangerous, and for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the 

widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let 

us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . 

let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 



 
 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Collect for the Word 
L Blessed Lord, You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be 

written for our learning. Grant that we may so hear them, read, 

mark, learn, and take them to heart that, by the patience and 

comfort of Your holy Word, we may embrace and ever hold 

fast the blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Morning Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, 

Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all 

harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this 

day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life 

may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, 

my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be 

with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 
 

New Testament Canticle LSB 266 

 

 
  

Pastor: Christ our Passover Lamb has been sacrificed. 

Congregation: Raised from the dead, He will never die again. 

Death has no more dominion over Him. 

All: Sing Refrain 
 

Pastor: Dying, Christ dies to sin, once for all. 

Living, He lives to God. 

Congregation: Count yourselves as dead to sin and alive to God in 

 Christ Jesus, our Lord. 



 
 

All: Sing Refrain  
 

Blessing 
 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

696 O God, My Faithful God 

 

 

 

 
 

5 Let me depart this life 

    Confiding in my Savior; 

By grace receive my soul 

    That it may live forever; 

And let my body have 

    A quiet resting place 

Within a Christian grave; 

    And let it sleep in peace. 



 
 

 

6 And on that final day 

    When all the dead are waking, 

Stretch out Your mighty hand, 

    My deathly slumber breaking. 

Then let me hear Your voice, 

    Redeem this earthly frame, 

And bid me to rejoice 

    With those who love Your name. 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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Celebrations 
Baptismal Anniversaries This Week @ Alive! 

October 1: Michele Lieske 
October 3: Ben Busse 

 

Wedding Anniversaries This Week @ Alive! 
October 2: Chet and Vickie Drewelow 

 

Birthdays This Week @ Alive! 

September 28: Sue Radtke 
October 3: Ben Busse 

 

 

  

+ + + 

If you know someone who has been joining our online services, 

encourage them to be added to our mailing list.  Then they can also 

receive the weekly bulletin in the email to aid them in following along 

with our worship services.   

+ + + 

The pandemic measures are keeping many of our families at home.  It 

remains an important task of the congregation and of each family to 

train the children of our church in the faith.  We’d like to help by 

making available resources for Sunday School at Home.  Contact 

Pastor Lieske to get the appropriate Sunday School materials for 

your child.  Our church web site contains a page that has 

supplementary resources for each of the Sunday School lessons.  This 

week’s lesson focuses on Genesis 18:1-15 and 21:1-7, which discuss 

the birth of Isaac.   
 



 
 

  

Alive! Announcements 
September 27, 2020 

Dear friends in Christ,  

I have something I’m pretty excited to share with you!  I’ll get 

straight to it: on Sunday October 11, our weekly worship service will be 

held at Ellison Park in Monticello at 9 am.   

The reason that I am excited is that it is my hope that this will 

allow more of our Alive! family to gather and share together in the 

worship of our Lord and the receiving of His gifts.  We resumed in-

person worship services in June, but many have not yet been able to 

participate.  For some, it is on-going concern about the potential of 

getting sick, even amid the various safety measures in place.  For 

others, it is the difficulty of worshipping amid those safety measures.   

In the park, everyone can spread out as far as they wish.  That, 

plus the open-air environment, should manage to keep us safe.  At the 

same time, that distance and open-air environment should enable those 

who have difficulty with breathing in masks to join us for worship. 

The reason that I am excited about this is that it is not good for 

Christian congregations to be separated.  Just as Christ became flesh to 

dwell among His people, His people are to be present with one another.  

The past several months have made that harder for certain.  But it will 

be good for us as a congregation to gather together.   

So please plan to join us.  Put your favorite lawn chair in the 

trunk, put on a sweatshirt (I’m assuming it might be a touch chilly that 

day), and come see your church family and worship your Lord. 

Peace in Christ, Pastor Lieske 

The October-December issue of Portals of Prayer is available at the 

church.  If you need help getting a copy please contact Pastor and let 

him know.   

 

Pastor—Rev. Christopher Lieske 

612-554-5411 

Chris.lieske@gmail.com 

  

  

121 W Broadway,  

Monticello, MN 55362 

763-295-1749 

aliveinmonticellooffice@gmail.com 

www.aliveinmonticello.org 

  

  



 
 

 This Week at Alive! 

Today 9/27   

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online) 

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: Isaac is Born (Genesis 18:1-15; 21:1-7) 

  

Wednesday 9/30 

6:00 p.m. Confirmation Class 

 

Sunday 10/4 

9:00 a.m. Worship (in-person and online) 

12:00 p.m. Holy Communion  

  (by appointment) 

Sunday School at Home Lesson: Abraham and Isaac (Genesis 22:1-19) 

 

Last Week at Alive! 
 

Attendance 

Sunday, September 20 In-person   13 

Sunday, September 20 Online   ~23 

9/20 Morning Communion     9 

9/20 Afternoon Communion   3 
 

Offerings 

Sunday, September 20 Offering   $2000.00 

Weekly Electronic Giving (ACH)   $845.00 

Designated Offering – Building (ACH)  $85.00 

  

 

  

The Church Council is working on a plan that allows for our 

congregation’s voting members to vote through the mail for elections 

and to approve the 2021 budget.  Any members who have moved or 

changed address are asked to double check with the church office 

that we have the correct address on file.  We also need to fill these 

positions on the Church Council: President, Recording Secretary, 

Trustees Chair, Education Chair.  Maybe God is moving you to 

volunteer for one of these positions.   

+ + + 

 Holy Communion remains available at Alive! each Sunday 

afternoon for those who are unable to attend worship in person.  You 

can sign your family up by using the online form or call/text/e-mail 

Pastor to set up a time. Each appointment will last about 10 minutes.  If 

you’d like to arrange an at-home visit from Pastor Lieske, he’d be 

happy to come visit you.   
 


